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I R, the Wiſeman ſaith," © 
> that All riucrs gointothe Es 
S © Sca, ſhewing themſclues(as  -* 
I « it were) homagers 5 triblt» _* Þ 
(SB) > ÞN taries t0 that plate ," from \* 
S—a- whence (/o farre as we may + | 
credit Philoſophie) they hant"receined ther Plata 
ff beginning. It hath bin ofie in wy thoughts P-ligtle 
and more thes, often in my deſires that inteflyy © x 
monie of my remembring that , (which it 
were exen a ſinin me 10 forget there might 


paſſe tacke from me. to your. or ſhip, ſome K ) X 
Ps | 
a 


—_ , 
c 


$ /ittle treame, of thaſeVarger brooks of your 
beth conntenang# and benenolence , with- 54 
which my ſtudies inthe Frinerſitie being Fe. 
pegch refelhed, and ;ng firſt endenours in + = 
UL Minibere (ith re) by a Siode we-"..- 2 "0 
q 711g , belped forwatd in their gramth, 1 con-" - 

faſſe my ſelfe to became that Little, which +... 
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| TheEpiſlleDedicatoric, - ©. 
- 6 the grace of God 1 now em in his Charch. 
| Wherefore haning a diiþoſition for the ſanſ= 
| Jattron of ſame friendes ,th copie adrarght ef 
Theſe Sermons, [thought I might with cne la» 
bour do2 a publique good.and gine them ther 
private contentment. And withall, it came 
amo my minde to tender them to you , not as. 
the full payment of 0 great a d:bt , but 4s an" 
gn ſunnatior of my a: ſire tobe thank frell,and of 
my menng hereafter to preſent you with 
ſome mitter of move worth, according as God 
ſhall enat lr mee, and ary ronnentent vacation 
fromthe dvtir s of my pul libefrmttion ſhall af 
foord me opportunitte, Thus preſumieg, ant. 
of your former lone , that this pooreoff er ſall 
at the 1:57 b- kindely looked vopon , wirh my 
. mane and wv1f. ined prayirs for the enlarge=q 
wmaevr of Gods graces pon your ſolfr your Tat. Þ 
ats, and all thife yore plants, which Lyrhe | 
great bl. ſing of Goa haus branches from 108 3 
"beth, I bhumbiy take ps {cane From Mods 
bury :» Devon. G 7 G2 3 4 
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The firſt Sermon, ; 
Matth: 7. 13. 14. 
Enter in at the; ſtraue gate , for it 1s the. 


wide pate , and bra.ide way that leadeth 
to debiruttion y and many there be which": 


goe inthereat, 
W Becanle the gate 15/traite, and thew Way n4r= 
= rowthat [exderh wnto life , andfew there 


-& 


| be that finds FTA 
3 my 


; Heſcope & general drife- | 

of theſe: words ,; is" to 

arme and to. prepare - 
all. rhoſe-chat deſye to _ 
| be fauedvnto a kind of 
bardſhip and reſtraint! The @s 
and to, withdraw them from {rami:1g otrbeq | 
S ahemſelucs! voto; the: courſe aod fat > 


3 
"1 Jſhion of;the multituve. The 'pointhis. 
4% 
» 


Sdcliuercd in forme, of a very' briete/in- - 
ſry ion, oraduertiſement, as; (Enter "Y 
A 3 
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2 * TheChriſtianslournall, 
at theftraite gate,) it is backed with two 4 
reaſons innaturall oppolition each to0- 
ther; the firſt is this, becauſe the wide atd 
broade way, which hath greatcſt'ſtore of 
company, -Icadeth ro deſtrattion: the } 
ſecond is this, becauſe che ſtraire pate and | 
the ncrrowway, Which hath in compariſon, * 
but few paſſengers, is that which bring- 

_ ecthonto life. This is briefcly the ſcope 
and order of the place, I will treate of it 
intheſame method, that I hauc obſer- 
ucdinopening it, And firſt ofthe aduer-+ 

I tiſcment itſclte. | 4 
firf# - Enter in at the ſtrait gate: And ther 
'A in firſt the mcaning mult bee laboured 
wr i for: the chicfc thing is, what is vnder- 
EAT by ſtood by the ſtraite pate, By the gate aud 
e and way, whichweare vrged'toenter into, is 
24 meant that holy courſe, which the Lord 
J8-I19. 3. hath laid down-vnto vsin his holy word; 
7+ itisthe ſame which David termeth rhe 
ek / t Cords wayzthe way of his teftimonies z the 
z 25. 10. P47 of truth : the way of Gods Conmande: 
i, 6-16- . ments : the path of the Lorde ;, atnd Ie- 
by jt is remmy , the good way. Its called a fsdirs 
uiea 4 roate, and afterwards. a narrow way; firſt | 
x4 


Te 


te and becauſe of the reſtraint, and { as m 
row Kkeme) bardcondition which it layet 


ypon fleſh ahd blood, (as we ſhall ſee £ 
hcereafter in the farther handling itz) ſe+ 
condly, becaufe of the circumſpeRion 
and care tobe vicd in walking init, as in 
a way from which becauſe of the nar- 
- rownestherof,a man calily may decline. 
This is the way,that Chriſt calleth al that 
* will be faued tocntcr into, becauſe one« 
ly this way leadeth vnto life. I will ſpeake 
letle by way of expolition, and interpre- 
tation, becauſe he doubts ſocuer may 
. ariſctouching the ſenſe, ſhall in thefur- 
ther enlarging of euery particular, be 
fully diſcouered.. The thing that I will 
chictcly labout in, is according tothe 
drift of the place, to ſhew what things 
q , ought of neccſhtic to bee in cuery one 
_ thatwould beſaued. Itwill be cxcellent 
matter of diretion, to all thoſe thatare 
yet vnconuerted, and of rcſofutionand : 
confirmation toſuch as hauc truly cared BD, 
to walke the way that leadeth vnto life. «4 
The firſt thing which by authoritic of Dol; 
thistextof {68 arp ought to be incue- 
, one that defireth faluarion, is, a right 
vnderſtanling, and a trucacknowledge> 
ment of his owne wandring. For cuen 


inreafon, before aman can frame him- _ 3 


of, © 


& TheChrillians Journal. k: 
(elfetoenter into aright courſe; he mult; 2 
bercſolucd and periwaded, of his owne; * 
formcr miitaking ; for why c!ſe ſhould, - » 
hechaage his faltion? if he haue noter,, 
red before, to what end ſhould he rElin- 


quiſh his preſent courſc,and betaxc hims, . 
(clfe toa guiſe, to which he hath noti1e 2 
thcrto beene accuſtomed?Reaſon ir lelfe, « 
mult needs yceld to this in other things, 
and it mult ncedes be truc in this., How! 
ſhall lpcrflwade a manto ent-r into the, 
ſtraitc/ gate, If hedoc notfcelc and pers. $ 
celuc himſelfc to. be in a way in which it,- 
isnot ſafe for him to continue 2 It we - vi» 
looke {into the (criprure wee ſhall foe * 
good proofe forthis point, viz. thatthe 
' acknowledgement of our by-palt crror, 
| tsthe very firſt degree vnto found cons” ? 
' ucrhon. To what ende thinke weeis it,  .| 
tharby Gols ſpiritual appoyntment,the 
tcrrors of the law ſhould firſt be prea- 
._ ched; andikould goc like the mightie 
| {trong wind (which in Gods appcaring 
19 to E/:45, renitithe mountaines). before, 


thecalmeaud gentle, and ſtill voyce of. 
the Goſpcll, 1 ſay to whatcnde 18that,, © 
and what did the Lord aime at hcrcin,, 
-but oacly this,that men might ſec where 


wi 1 he 4, _ they / 


, The.” hrifians lournal og 
they bezandan what caſe they ſtand zand 
that, holding on.1n the-way, which na; 
turc hathifet chenyin, there can.nothing | 
foilow but Jeſtruchon?Asrhg. Lord hims 5. ;; -- 
(cite & the firſt began with our Grand- | 
farher Ad-m- aftcr he had linned, forcing 
him by. varictic of demannc's tolce bis 
errors, {Where art theg, and who tolde Gemelcy's 
thee: tharthou waſt nihed, haſt thaneaten = 
af the tree ? ) (ol the Prophets and Apos 

' (Hes aftcr,held the ſame courſe; the [a 
thicg they laboured in,was to make mea 
ſ<cthat chere waz no hope of-happiucs, 

þ w'thout a preſcit forlaking their ac- 
cullomed behiuiour. [creme when hee 
would ſtew that among the people of 
his times; there was(for the gcacraliticy ; 

"n0true conucrfion,reportcrh the matter 
in. th:ic. wordes, / hearkened but ore 
ſpaks aright, no man repented, him of his 
wichedrefſe, ſaving, nhat haus { done? as 
if he, had ſatd, there was riot a man, that 
had any. fo much as a congeipt of his 
owne crriag, they werr all tronely per- 
Lyaded, thatcheir cquiles were right and 

 vnblamcable,. and thercfore cucry may 
trned tn bu race ,.as the orle to the bat- 
tell. The ſame Prophet deſcribing the 

| repentaice 
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Fo 4 TheChrillians Jeamnal 
b (elfetoenter into aright courſe, he mult, 
bercſo.ucd and periwaded, of his owne: 
former miitaking ; for why ciſc ſhould - * 
hechaage his faltion? if he haue noter-, 
red bcfore, to what end ſhould he rElins. 
quiſh his preſent courſc,and betake hims, 
(c|fe toa guiſe, to which he hath note * 
thcrto beene accuſtomedtReaſon ir ſcife, s 
mult needs yeeld to this in other thingss ' 
and it mult needes be trucin this.. How: 
ſhall lpcriwade a manto ent-r into the, 
ſtraite gate, If hedoc notfcele and pers. 
celuc himſclfc to be in a way in which it, 
isnot ſafe for him to continue 2 It we * 
looke [into the ſcripture wee (hall ſee. 
good proofe forthis point, viz. thatthe 
' acknowledgement of gur by-paltcrror, 
| tsthe very hrlt degree vnto found con * 
' ucrſion, To what ende thinke weeis it, 
tharby Gols ſpiritual appoyntment,the 
tcrrors of the law ſhould firſt be preas 
cned; andikould goe like the mightic 
ltrong wind {which in Gods appcaring 
T9 to E/za5, renitthe mountaines). before, 
thecalmeaud gentle, and ſtill voyce of, 
the Goſpel, 1 fay to whatende 18that,, © 
and what did the Lord aime at hcrein,. © 
-butoacly this,that mea might ſee where: - 
we 1 Ft _ they 7 
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: The hrifians lournall, 
they bezand\in what caſe they ſtand zand 
that, holding on. 1n the-way, which na; 
turc hatiu(et then in, there can nothing 
follow but deſtruction? As the, Lord hint» ©, 
(cife & the firſt began with our Grand- 
farher Adm after he had [inned, forcing 
him by varictic of demaunc's tolce his 
xerrors, {Where art tho, -and who tolde Geneſys 
* thee: thatrthou waſt n1k2d,  haff than eaten _- 
of the tree ? ) (oAll the Prophets and Apo 
' Giles aftcr,held the ſame courſe; the £0 
thizg they laboured in,was to make mea 
ſccthat there waz no hope of-happiuies, 
} wthout a preſcat forlaking of their ac- 
cultomed bch:iuiour. . /cremte when hee 
would cy that among the people of 
his times; thcre was(for the gencraliticy | 
"notrue conuerlion,reporterh the mattex 
in, ta:{c. wordes, 1 hearkened but ore lerem 8.1 
ſpaks aright, no. man repente, him of his "0 
wrrkhedrefſc, ſaying,' nhat kaus | done? as w_ 
it be had ſaid, #hcre was not a man, that 
had any {0 much 2s 4 congelpt of his 
owne crting, they were all (trongly per- "8 
Iyaded, tharcheir cquiles WEre right and Te 
 ynblamcable,. and thercfore cucry map” 
trned to his race ..as the or(e to the bat- Zo 
tell. The ſame Prophet deſcribing the 
Ping Kar FOE. rcpentaice 
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6 TheChriflians lournall, + 


repentance ofthe eſtate of Iſrac]l vndet , 


the nameofthe Tribe of Ephram(which 
bare the ſway in that kingdome) re- 


7.31.18. lates it thus, / heard Ephraim lamenting 


thus, Thou haſt corr«Fted me, and [ was 
chaſtiſed as an untamed calfe, conuert thou 
mze and 1 ſhall bee conuerted, for thou art 


the Lord my God ; now among other * 


ſignes andeuidences of repentance, hee 
faith Ephraim ſmote wpon bus thigh, as 
who ſhould ſay, Ephraim having all this. 
while runne a ſtubborne courſe in the 
veric depth of ſecuritie,now began to re- 
call himſclfe, and to thinke, that que- 
ſtionles he was out of his way; the courſe 
was daungerous, and it was now high 


timeto reforme it.It is noted in the pro- , 


digall ſonne (the perfe& pattcrne of a 
truc come that when he had runne 
a lewde courlc, waſtfully conſuming the 
pormon of goods which fell vnto Tim, 
uppoſing (as maoy younkers doc) his 
ltocke to hauc beene as a liuing ſpring, 
which could ncuer be drawne dric;at laſt 


he came to himfelfe ; the bethinking hims , 


ſclf of his by-palt folly, was the firſt ſtep 
vnto his recoueric. Methinkes when I 
reade that parable, I doe ſee the young 
prodigall 


# 


4 


The Chriftians Toarnall 7 
prodigall like to a map riding faſt in a 
'. wrong way, and at Jaſt vpon a ſodaine, 
by the call of ſome that ſeeth his miſta- 
king, rayning vp his horſe, and cucn in- 
wardly chating and fretting with him- 
ſelfe for his former carel-ſnes ; ( he came 

_ tohimſelfe) he thought all well beforc, 
but now he perceiued how thicgs went, 
and what would be the ifſuc if he ſo con- 
tinued, Whe the Lord was pleaſed tocall 
Pa»l, who before ( as himſelte confel- 
ſeth) was a perſecutor, and a tHaſphemer, 
(it; #14» oppreſſor', ſuddainly there came a 
voyce from heauen"faying , Saul, Saxl, , * 
why perſecnte$t thou me? asifthe Lord had © ” 
ſaid: 'O thou man, knoweſt thou what 

+ thou doeſt, vaderſtandeſt thou who it is 
againſt whom thou ſetteſt thy ſelfe? 
conceiueſt thou the danger that will fol- 
lowit? ſo thatthe firſt thing Gud fought | 
to bring him to, was theſtght of his own 4 
preſent error, and that being once per- 
ceived , hee became traQablez Lord 4 

| (Githhee) »hat wilt thow that 1 doe 2 1 449 
» Might eaſily multiplic examples of this = 
kind, but theſe may ſerue to ſhewe , that 
the ſenſe and apprehenſion of our owne 
wandring is the firſt ſfepto our entrance 
| into 


Tin $5. 
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2 The Chrifliazs lemrnall.  Þ 


into life, And therefore it is that the pi; 
ſcripture isſo full, in diſcoucring our nas * 
turall crring. The ſpirit of God (peaking 
of ihc wholerace and generation of 
mankind, (torſo Pas! app!ycth) ſaith | 
fal-14.3 that all are n9ne out of the way. 11 1ſutah 
*s. 3-19 1{{ wee ( ſaith.the Prophct) ke heepe . 
[4-3 2u0, he gone a5tray « It 18 A placc worth 
the noting: we baue gone aſtray lie Sheep, 
there is no creature more apte to wander 
then a (heep* there is none morevvne - 
aptc of it ſeltero returac int4. twe Right 
way againe. The Ox: ( as the {crifture 
faith) wroweth vic. owacr , and the Aſſe his 
maſters crib, the vety (wine accuſtomed. 
rothe. trough, if. hee goc abroale,, yet at 
nightwill tinde-the was home-againes » 
but-the ſheepe-once {trayed of, himſclte 
rerurncth not. - .{{/ we therefore faith 
the Prophet) /14y ſarepe are.gont oftr ey,to 
thew our {1nplicitic,aad how vapoſlible 
athing itis for vscfour owne power ta 
returizz: And-the Prophct in the next 
| WOTuUS giueth arcalaln 4 Wee haue twrnrd 
enery one to bus one way 4, Gods waice® © 
and our owne wales arc dircaly. contra: 
_, rice... We runne raturally after the waics 
52-8. of our ownc hearts,and we cannot chuſe 
I then 


£ 


T he Chrilians loarnall. 4 


then but wander vtterly from che wayvof 
life Againthe leiTo;r of out $au.ou? here 
belo. geth to all; Enter: in at the rae 
pate. - Entrance into a gatepreſunpoſerha 
| b:eingWithour the aate+;3-no __ is hid 
toecnter, that is alrca tic within: ifal{þ* 
exhortedto enter, itar,gu-th tnar we-trg 
* all withour, & if we be coMi1-red inon- 
ſ-lucs, thenas the Apotiefiith, Dyfirms Pom.) ,v 
- Chon and celomiie io 1 07 wijery an 
the way af prate we dor hvow. This carcof 
"thc holy Ghoſt, in rhe:whole courſcof 
the ſcripture to acquainte vs: with our: 
8- wandrinpgs,arencth the neceſſitic of che 
rizht vadcrſtanding of it; if wee deſire 
tobce ſucd. "Let vs coake vie of (RS: 
, polite. : te P 
Itis a point of creat vie, ay Y vin wn 
- thenmiolt needfull yattiieria) cnt] 
ing of our ownee tire tervynot be Gt. 
fu lv carcicile (EF Er 1 Loeheech your rwiry 4 
ſhould we be deiroaste hive in others 
things, as of times and' ſeaÞns, of the: 
face of the 8%ie (as Chriftſa th) of Wares :.- 
, and commoditics.of cafes and queſtions: 
1n thelaw, and ver neurr care to vnder-: 
ſtand how ir farcth with our own ſoules?/ 
The ou] is the principall, and.o: a5ht- - 
Focy Jo ally . 


o 
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into life. And therefore it is that the -; 
ſcripture isſo full, in difcoucring ournas * 
turall crring. The ſpirit of God ſpeaking © 
of ihe wholerace and generation of 
mankind, (torſo P««l app!ycth) ſaith +} 
Yal 14.3 that all are none out of the way. In 1ſutah * 
102. 3.19 11} wee ( ſaith-the Prophct) like ſheepe . 
[4-3 Ju0, he gene astray It 18 a placc worth 
the noting: we bawe/gone aſtray like Sheep 
there is no creature more apte to wander *! 
then 4 ſheep? there is none morebvne - 
aptc of it ſeltero returne int2, te 4ight 
way againe. The Ox: ( as the {criFture 
faith) knoweth nic. owner , and the Aſſe his 
maſters crib, the. vety (vine accuſtomed, 
tothe trough, if hee goc ahroa le, yet at 
nightwill tinde-the was home-againes » 
but-the ſheepe-once {trayed of, himlcite 
rerurncth not. . 4 we theretore* Faith 
the Prophet) /iks arepe are cont aftr ay, to 
ihew our l1nplicitic,aad how vnpoſlible Y 
athing itisfor vscfour owne power ta * 
returiz.: And-the Prophct in the next 
words giueth arcalan, Hee have twrncd | 
| eHery one to his ovene WA) 4 Gods waict* « 
q and our owne wales arc dirctly. contras * 
-— _rie,.. Werunne raturally after the waics * 
53-8. of cur ownc hcarts,and wc cannot chuſe 
þ/ | 7 then 
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then but wander vtterly from che wayof 
life. Againthe IciTo;rof our Sau. ourhere 
beio. igeth to all; Enter! in at the rare 
pate. Entrance into agatepreſunpoſerha 
| b:eing Without the gate:;-no mts hid 
toenter, that is alrea tic within: falls 
exhortedro enter, ifargu-th tnar wears 
* all without, & if we be confil-red inons: 
{- >lucs, thenas the AD: 1:ticſiith, Difers- hom? 'F 
- lion and coelomic 250 #4 07 wiſer, | 
the wapefprate we dor hyvow. This careof 
"the holy Ghoſt, in the:whole courſe'sF 
the {criprure to acquainte vs: with our 
- wandrings,arencth the neceſſitic of the 
right vaderftandmg of it; if wee dfire 
tobce ſuck" Let-vs rake vie of AS 
. pore. : 4 
Itis a potat of great vſez helpin4'ysin, *% 
| the nol neeitul] int tie rip! ct Me- i g 
ingof our ownee Fre tergy nut be wil- 
fu'ly carcictle; qJEr Er il velcech youyrity 
ſhould we be deroas to hniice in acts | 
things, asof times and" ſeaſons , of the*, 
face of the s&ie (as Chriftſt thy ofwares® * 
, and commoditics,of cafes and queſtions 
4n thelaw, aid ver neu cr care to vndere: 
ſtand how it farcth with our own ſoules? 


The Tous is the principall, and on5ht- - 
Fong pa ly - 
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rincipally to bee looked vnto. Letvs 
carne to beeable to iudge of our ſelues 
whether it be with vs as it ought tv bees. 
- Proue your ſelnes (faith thc Apoitle) : Let 
Corl3. ſearch and trie our wayes , (aith [ere- 
5. mie: Examine your heart wpon your bed, © 
.3.49 faith Dad, Weall hauc a hope that it 
[4. 4-4. is well with vs, lt vs looke to it , that* 
our hope as the Apoltle ſpeaketh , may 
w.5.5. bee ſuch as may not make vs aſhamed. 
There is no hurt gotten by the tryall of 
our (clues, there is alwaics danger ine. 
curitie, There be thouſands plunged in- 
to hell , that thought nothing leſle till 
they came there, and now. they are palt 
recouerie: wee arc all trauailers ia one 
of th-ſe two waics, and wee ſhall arriue;, 
at o 1c of thele two places here mentio- 
br.ed, life or deftruRtion, there is no third: 
who would not bee glad to know touch- 
ing himſclfc, in which of the two waies 
he is, thatif he be in the cuill way he may 
ſpecdily come out of it, if hee bee in the 
right,he may goc on therein withcheere- | 
tulnes?This pointisthething thatI haue , 
aimed at in Guboa this rext, and byit | 
you (hall ascalily vnderſtand it, as you 
doc in your going home iudge by ſuch 
| ſtiles 
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"ftiles and gatcs, and hedges, whether 
ou arc inthe tfuc way yea or no. Now 
this I way dcliuer to you for a matter of 
ccrtaintic,thatall (excepting infants,the 
manner of whoſc conuecrlion is knowne 
only vato God) all I lay whichare parta- 
kers of life ctcraall, this is their firlt ſtep 
to it,the (ſight and vnderſtanding of their 
former crrors ; God firlt opencth their 
hearts, & makcth them to perceiue that 
they are ina tourſe, the uſuc whereof is 
etcrnall death ; withthis their hearts arc 
ſmitten and apralled, and they are cuen 
woe with themſcives to conſider 1t. 
Marke then this, Art thou one that ncucr 
yet ſaw the crror and miſcric of thine 
owne naturall eſtate, that neuer had(t 
{ yet any compunction of heart to con- 
ſider thine owne wandring, that vaſt 
neuer gricued to thinke vpon thy life 
pat? to ſce how thou haſt all this while 
itherto beene miſtaken 2? artthou one 
that haſt alwaics pleaſed thy ſelfe in 
thine owne courſes, ſcarcely ſo much as 
calling it into queſtion, whether thou 
walkeſt as thou oughteſt to doe yea or 
no? ſurely thy caſc is fearefull and dam- 
nable ; and I may lurcly ſay vnto thee, 
that 
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thatit thou holdeſt on ſo, thou ſhalt nee 
ucr be ſaued;} Let vs inthe feare of Gol Wn - 
looke vnro it, Vit is a matter that core? 
ecracs the greatelt part ; wee blefle outs 
ſclucs in our owne hearts, we hauc hued” 
hithertoo after our owne lults, worthipe? 
ping God when and in whiae manners 
our (ciucs pleaſed, taking to our (clues? 
the ihercic of grolle (11ncs,hatred,enuyy" 
conctonſnes, oppreſſion, drunkennetle,> 
andthe likes and we bee not yet perfiwas * 
.ded, nor can b+thatthe way we go, and+ 
the courlc we holdegis otherwiſe rhenie® 
ought to' bee, © There is not the vileſt 
wretch, bce his falhion of life never ſo? 
vile;but hewill ſay, hc hopes he is right; © 
nay hee will bee Fery confttdent in itthat; 
he is fo, and yctneucr 1n his life had any 
true remorſe, nor cucr knew, or percet- 
ued what it as to wander from the 
waycs and pathes of happines. Deceiue - 
wenot our {ciues, cither we mult begin. ? 
here,atthe light of our old errors, orclſe * 
we canneuer tread-the path,that leadeth * 
vato life, 4, 
The next thing which by the rule'of 
my textmult be in cuzrv oac that would © 
beſtucd, s,-carc to ſecke out the true * 


WaYy- 
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© way, andthcſamepath, that leadcthand : 
bringcth the goers init vntolife, This is 
ous allo (as to me ſcemeth) by this 
Acripture, for as the ſight of a mans an- 
cient wandring, muſt goe before his en+ 
trance into anew courſe ; ſo of neceſlitic 
when: a man percciucth his crrors, the 
Tight way mult bee ſought out, and cet- 
tainly vnderſtood, hefivi hee can-enter 
thercinto : ſo that he which bids meen- 
ter into the gate of life, bids me withall 
to ſccke where that gate is, for otherwiſe 
my defire of cnterance is in vaine. If a 
maiſtcr will his ſcwant to goc toſucha 
houſe, itis preſuppoſed that either hee 
- doth know the way to it, or clſc mult 
| ,make cnquiric for it. And this careto 
enquire out the true way in this particu- 
lar, is the plaine doAtrine of the ſcrip- 
ture ; Stand in the wayes, and behold and 
arke for the old way which « the good way, 
and a5, ound and yee ſhall va re A 
your fouler 3, there is a plaine charge, and 
an expreſſe commaundement, in the 
* « Multirude and varictic of ſuppoſed waics * 
vnto ſaluation, to make diligent enqui- 
ric which is the good way, ſtand in the 1.7 
waies and arke. Trie all thinges faicththe AS $6 
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poſtle ; it is-a rule giuen principallie 
touching doctrine and precepts direc- * 
ting to cternall lifc : Pal willeth them 
tocxamincand ponderthemall, and ne- 
uer leaue trying til they haue boulted out 
the truth, asthe men of Bereeadid, that 

Ga.17.11 heard Pax, they ſearched the ſcripture 
rac whether thoſe thinges were ſo, TO 
halte betwixt two opinions, and to bee 
in ſuſpence, not knowing which way 
ſpecially toencline, and to beinreligion 
as idlc beggers arc in their way, readie to 
goc which way ſocuer the ſtate falleth, 
how hatcfull a thing it is in the (ight of 
God, we may concciue by the ſharpe re- 

prooie vicd by Ekas vnto the waucring 
ing. 18 people, How long will ye halt betweene two 
© 21, 9pimons? When there were differences of 
_ - opinions in the world rouching Chritt, 
ſome taking him for John Bapriſt, ſome. 
for Elias,lome for leremias, ſome for one 
of the Prophets ; our Sauiour called his t 
diſciples together, and would needes q 
.16, know their tudgement, But whome ſay ye | 
15.that 7 am ? Chriſt would teach thenks MF 
thatwhen there are varictics of opinions 
in.mattcrs of religion,. ſome ſay this is 
the way, 'and ſomic ſay that, mcn ſhould 
not 
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not (as the maner is) take occalion there- 
by to ſtand doubtfull; and to adhere to - 
nothing certainely, but ſhould enquire + 
with the greater care, that they may bee 
certainely and ſoundly refolued in the 
truth, There is no man profctlcth any 
thing,but (if it be but for his credit (ake) 
hewill labour to vnderſtand if it be pol- 
{ible the very mylterie of it, and to know 
the certaintic of ſuch things as are apper- 
tayning to it : How much more in religi- 
on ſhould the certaine tructh bee labou- 
-red for ?crror in other things doth pre- 
{ iudice the body onely, and the things 
which concerne it, but the miſtaking in 
this, I meancin the maine points of it, is 
the vtter and irrecoucrable hazard of a 
mans ſoule. This may ferue brictcly for 
the opening of this ſecond point, -let vs 
now cometo applic it. 
This point alſo will conuince vs, to be Me. 
not as yet entered into the wayto lite, in 
as much that we are ſo exceeding care- 
leiſe in this dutic of ſceking and ſearch- 
ing out the tructh, Some arc drowned 
in the depth ot ignorance, and neuer cn- 
 tertaine b much as a thought, whether 
their way bee rightyca orno ; ſomeare 
B 2 pro- 
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rofancly deſperate and put all to an + f 
| Ce, ar A what be the iflue 3 r 
 * _ if theyberightſoitis, if not, what reme- ( 
dic, they muſt beare it as well as they FF | 
may : ſome be ſuperſtitious, and devoted | t 
to their forefathers ſteppes, and hold {F 2 
their courſe for a ſufficient rule, without, } F 
further queſtion : ſome arc time-lcruets, 1 | 

] 

\ 

| 


and looke only to the law, as that lcades 
fo will they follow,to day on this faſhion, 
to morrow on another, if need be : {ome 
are pecuiſh and peruerſe, and pleade the 
diuerlitics of waics, and the multitude of , I , 
religions,and fo thinke to be exculed : fo } 
that by that time we hauc putall to theſe F 
ſcuerall heads which belong vntothem, , 
we ſhall fiade ſcarce a tenth as the Pro-+ 
phet faich, whoſe care itis to labour and 
takes paines to ſeeke and enquire which 
is indeede the gatc of grace, and which 
- is the true rat that leadeth vnto hea- 
© yen. Indeede the world is tull of buſi- 
-— nes, andcach man as his humor leades 
him is employed, the couctous min for 
his wealth, the malitious man for his r&-+ Þ. 
uenge, the voluptuous liuer for his plea» © :. | 
ſure, the wanton for his luſt, the proud * 
for his backe;for theſe thipgs men ſeeke | 


farre 


| 
? 


4 
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farre and neare,- all the devices, all the 
meanes that may bce poſſible ; butan aſ- 
ſurance that the way we haue choſen to 
bring vs to heauen, is the rightway,of all 
things elſe it isleaft thought vpon. ltis 
a ſtrange thing,there is no wan fo ſecure 
for his way to mill, orto market, as he is 
for his way to life etcrnall. In choſe waics 
he will be perfit, if hedoubthe will aske, 
he will inquire,ls this Þ way, what marks, 
what turning to ſuch orſucha place ? as 
for the other way we go all vpon meerc 
conceipt,: wee thinke' it isſo,, wee haue 
heard others lay ſo, but we ſceke not for 
the certaintic whether itbee ſo. What a 


' «Milcrie 18 this, and how hath Sathan be- 


po the greateſt part for the filling of 
isowne barnes? In this bliadnes he car- 
ricth men hood-winkte, (as a manwould 
carric a hawke vpon his aſt) whither hee 
lit, andthey will bec.in-The pit before - 


| they are ware of it. 1 bcſcech you take 


notice of this pointe, itisno (light thing 
I entreate of z hee that may commaund 
vs, hee that can condemae vs, hee which 


, cre ithe long ſhall iudge vs,cuen he char; 
- geth vs here to enter in/at the ſtraite 


gate, How ſhall we <nter if. we know it 
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Tot, how ſhall we know it if wee ſeeke # 
it cot? Neither -is it a ſlight kind of ſee- 
kingthat wee are called vnto : there bee 
many by-waies, butthe right way is but * 
one as in ſhooting a man may mille di- 
uerſly, hee may ſhoote vnder, hee may | 
. ſhoote ouer, he may ſhoote wide on this, 
ſide and on that, bur there is but one | 
way tohit the marke ; ſoa man way ma- 
ny wales be miſtaken, but there is but 
one gate that lcadeth vnto happines, and 
ali the cunning is to finde it. Well, the |} 
ſcripture will teach vs, the word of God 4 hy 
will be as-the Angell of God to Pererto F 
direQ vs ; andif we will vouchfate to at- 
tend the full opening of this text,I doubt 
not but by the helpe of God wee ſhalt. 
vnderſtand it. In the meane time let this ff 
evaile againſt our ſecuritic, and letit FF 
ring vs ſo farre on our way to lite, as [i 
to make vs ſay with Pay! when he was { 
ſtroken to the ground, Lord what wilt Fl 
thou that 7 dee? and with the poore Iay=- þ 
lor, what muſt I doe to be ſaned ? this good 4Þþ\ 1 
. deſire being once begotten in vs, the reſt 
cannot chuſe but be ſupplied. 
Thethird thin which this textnecc(- 
farily commende rvntovs, if we would _ 
k pods by 


”OOOOmoo Oe OO OTE 


TheChriftians lournall, 19 
bee laucd, is, a reſohution when we haue* *' 
telt our error, and found the right way 
and the true gate , all delaies laidalideto 
make a preſent centric. It you aske how 
I proue this by my text, I chus make it 
manifeſt. It is arule 1n ciuill matters;that 
in bonds of debt betweene man and man, 

"when there is no certaine day named, 
then the debwis due preſently: ſoheere, 
the commaundement and charge being 

* gipen indefinitely, withoutany exprellc 
limitation of any ſet time, it followeth 
| thatitis preſently to be. performed. Our 

F Sauiour faith not, enter hereafter when 

thou art more at lciſure ; or tothe yong 
man, enter when thou art old, ortothe 

* pld manecnterwhen thou art a dying, or 

| to the couetous man, entcr when thou 
haſt gluttcd thy defiec with wealth, orto 
| thedrunkard,enter when thouart vtterly 
diſabled that thou canſt:beedrunke no; 


longer ; buthe ſaith to all, attheinſtant: - 

Enter, do itpreſcently, doit ſtraight-way, 

| deferre notto doit, And this isalſO the | 

+ ,plaine doftrine of the Scripture ; wade P/a/, 115 
haſte ſaith Daxid, and I delayed not'te © _ 6 
heepe thy commanndements. It is commens'\Aarth., 
ded in Peter -and Andrew, that when'' 2 
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Chriſt called them, they left their xertes - 
ftraight-way. When Chriſt called Za« 


chews, the: Text faith, that hee came 


' downe ba ily. Thercaſon why there mult 


be a reſolution of preſent enterance is, 
becauſe, as there is a time of grace in 
which the gate of mercic ſtands open, 


ſothercis atime of judgement, in which” 


this gate will be ſhut vp, andall hope of 
entrie vtterly + nana Daxid ſperketh 


of a time, in 'which God may be foung, 


which implicth that there is a time in 
which God will not befound. The time 
when he may be found, whatit is, Paw 


teacheth, where pig of the prea- 
oO 


ching of the word, and of the offcrs of 


acc, that are therein made daily ; hee, 


= +6.2. ſaith, Behold, now is the accepted ime, now 


[ 95.7. 


. 


is the day of ſaluation ; the time preſentis 
theonely time, the time to come is no 
time, nomorcthen the time paſt, itis a 
matter of mcere vncertaintic ; 7o day 5 
ye will heare, it is read vnto vs continual- 
ly. There is atime comming, and wee 


know not how nearc it is, (though the . 


generall end may be farther off, yet our 
particular account cannot be farre ; wee 
ſee daily how ſome drop 'away of all 


ages, 
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ages, and eſtates) yIfay there isatime 
comming, in which (as Chriſt- ſich) 4 
many ſpall ſeeke to enter in, and ſhall not be Lak. 1s 
able, O what wotull yelling, andpittifull 24 
crying, & carneſt knocking there will be 
then at the gate, with, Lord, Lord open 1garchs 
vnto vs ; when thatheauic doome, depart x6 
' from me [ kzow you not, ſhall be their porti» | 
on. This is the reaſon why it 18no fatcde- 
laying ; I would we would learne wiſc- 
domefrom our outward buſinetles: what 
makes husbandmen breake their {lcepe, 

and whiles it is yet night, to bee trauel- ++ ; 
ling to the ſca lidefor their ſand 5+ meet * Irigth 
them, aske them the cauſe why they are {© otihe 
vpſo exceeding ſoone ? The anſvere is BE 
. ready, (you know it better then my ſ{elfe) ,,romg 
the tyderequires it, a pecce of an houre ourechel 
loſt, may breed much hinderance, the groue 
time of the yeere haſtencth, and when it * | 
is gone, it cannot bee recalled.” Oh, can 
we not command the tyde to ſtay ys, but 
muſt wee ride and poſt, and make fuch 
haſtto preuent it; and thinke we to haue 

, the gatc of mercy ſtand open atour plca- ? 
ſure? Be not decciued, E/an came tardie, F7:br.l 
and fought the bleſſing withteares, bur 
could not obtainc it, 


The 
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The vſe is,to cure that cuill ſicknes of 
delaying, which is the very banc of fo 
many ſoules. Iremember the report the 
Prophet Haggay maketh of the people 
that negleed the reeditying of the TE- 
ple, Thu people (faith he) ſay that the time 


15 not yet come, that the Lords houſe ſhould | 
be builded : {o many thinke it is not yet * 


time for them to looke to heauen-ward, 
youth muſt hauc his courſe, the couc, 


| 


tous bag muſt be filled, the pleaſure of - 


the fleſh muſt be fully taſted, ambition 
muſt come to his height, and then irwill 


pk.6.10 be time to retire. Tet a little more ſleepe 


ſaith the ſlwgpard : let God beare with vs 
a little,and in time we will enter, This is 


as the Scripture tcarmeth it, the very , 


deepenes of Sathan, thus to beguile men 
and no doubt there arc many in hell, 
which had a meaning in their life time 
to cnter in, but God hath cutthem ſhort, 
anddepriued them of that, which when 

ey might, they: refuſed to accept of, 

cI1, it we haue feenc our naturall wan- 


_ dering, if God hath opened our hearts. . 


thatwe percciue there is no remedie but 
a new couric muſt be entercd into, if we 
hauc learned out of the werd of God, 

which 


Y 
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1 which isthe way; letvs reſolue vpon a 3 

preſent entry, Chriſt ſaith, the kingdeme {72.11 

of heanen ſuffereth wiokence : Me thinkes 

Chriſt there ſpakes of heaven as of a 

matter offered, which if it bee not pre- 

ſcntly taken, is preſently loſt ; and there- 
. foreall men of diſcretion that know the 
worth of it, prefſc,and throng toward it, 

and catch after it, and cuen hw about 
| It, thatthey may kaue it while there is 

poſhbilitic of obtayning it. 1 opened my £/al. 11 

meuth ard panted, ſaith Daxid, there was I 
i haſte, follow hardtoward the marke faith hulip.4 

Paul, there was ſpeed. This isthethird 

thing required tofaluation z there is no 

time named, therefore it muſt bee Cone 

* preſently. 

The fourth thing which now follow- Dot 
cth to hee treated of, is the entrance it 
ſelfe ; our tormer wandring muſt be felt, 
the right and true way muſt bee fought 
for, de it is found, arcl{ojution of pre- 
ſent entrance muſt bee put on z and then 
next we muſt put forward. Fzter mat 
theftraight gate. To this act of entrance, 
there are twothings required, the firſt is 
(rhat I may vſc termes agrecable to my 
text) ſtooping z the ſecond a ſtripping of 


OUT 
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our (clues of whatſocuer may hindet our + 
entrarice. Firſt theremult bee a kind of 
ſtooping, becauſe the comming in is 
low. Itisſaid ofheaucn in theſcripture, 
Cor.5. that it is « houſe not made with handes : 
1. Now as inthe matter thereof it is diffe- 
ring from our carthly buildings, ſois it . 
inthe framing and contriuing of it. In 


great mens houſes itis a great eyc-lore, || 4 
to ſce a little, low, and pinching entrie ſe 
toalarge and ſpacious dwelling ; butto | "1 


the end all things may be anſwerable, as ; 
the houſe is of great reccipt, ſo the gates \ I 
muſt be high and loftic, and the com- } 


el 
n 
£ 
ming in according.Butnowin this houſe |} 
which is cternall in the heauens, it is 0 | 
r 
b 
[ 
z 
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.14.2 therwiſe, Indeede it is large within, for © | * 
 #n my fathers houſe ({aith Chriſt) ave ma- Þ 
»y manſions z but yet the gate vnto it is 
exceeding low, the entric narrow, the 
pallage in, very ſtraight : Itis the grte of 
umilitie. A man that beares vp himſclfe - 

aloft,in the pride, and ſecuritic,and ſenſe- 
leſnes of his owne heart, that leaneth to ( * 
his owne wiſedome, that pleaſeth him-"* * ; 


 feltcin aflattering opinion of the good- 
us 
5 


- 


1 : 
: 
q 4 
- 


nes of his owne eſtate, that was ncucr 
beaten downe by the terror of the law, 


and 
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, andthe duc beholding of Gods inſtice, 
ſuch an one can neuer enterhecre, this 
gate is too low for his hautic, carnall;and 
clfc-plcaſing ſtomake to enter inat. Scc 
an example or two of the ſtooping of 
Gods children, in their cnfrance into 
. grace. Looke firſt ypon Dawid 3 Mine Pſal.y $.4 
rniquities are gone ouer my head, and are as | 
a weightie burden too heanie for me ; Mce 
ſeemethI ſee Daxid in this paſſion, like a 
man oppretled with ſome carriage more 
then hee is able to ſtand vnder, which 
, makes him double, and crouch, and 
|  groncand long to be caſed ; ſo David was 
with the weight of his finnes, hee was 
ſtroken downe with the fight and conl1- 
*deration of them. What thinke we, did | 
not Ezra ſtoope, when he prayed, O Ezr.9.6 
my God I am confounded and aſpam:4d to 
lift up mine eyes onto thee my God, for our 
iniquities are increaſed ouer our heads, and 
our "reſp e is growne vp to heauen ? Did | 
not ob (toope when he ſaid, O LordT] 10b.42.6 
abhorre my ſelfe in duſt and aſhes ? Was not 
' Exechiah caſt downe when he cried in | 
the bitterncs of his ſoule, O Lord it hath 1ſaq.zÞ. 
oppreſſed me,comfort me ? Looke into the 
ncwe- Teſtament, what chinke p-” | 

[9] 
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"oh of the woman that lay at Chriſts, feete, 8 * 

F. oc. hat waſbed them with teares, and wiped [ 

them with the haires of her head, was not [ 

here humilitic ? How iudge wee of the y 
Publican, did hee not manifc(t the hu- F 

militie of his ſoule cuen by the ſtanding gs 2 

|,  ofhis bodic 2 hee would not ſomuchas, | * 

ube.1s. lift vp his eyes "to heanen, but [mote his |} 

13. breaſt and ſaid, God be mercifull to mee 4a O 

ſimer, Conſider well the example: of 


0.7.9. S. Paul, [was once alixe (faith he) with-- y 
 * 18 omtthelaw;hconce bate his headas high - 


as the beſt, and 1 warrant you would not | c 
haue feared for profeſſion of religion, to , 


{et his foote to him that was holieſt ; oy 

1 touching the righteor:ſnes which «s in the * 2 
Law (faith he) I was wnblameable : But» WM} *® 

when his eyes were opened to ſee his for- F 
mecr-error, when he had found out che k 

true way to litc,and began to frame to en- q 

ter init, then he ſtooped, /knowthbat in , 

1.3.6. medwelleth no good thing : [ count all things of 


8. bat loſſe, for the exeellent wopleage ſake" FT in 
of Chriſt Ieſus my Lord ; 1 indge them to | 
be dung, that I may win Chrift : herewas * Nl ©* 
a man ſtroken downe, outwardly in bo- {| kn 
dy, when he ſaw-the light from heauen } be 
on the way, but much more in heart, 
when 


. k 
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which he ſaw after his long wandring,the 
ſtraite gate that leadeth vnto heauen, 
This is the courſe that all that will be ſa- 
ued mult come ynto, | 

Iris of very greatvſc. It will proue a 7/;." 
great many of vs to be meere ſtrangers 
tothe way tolite,., For why ? It may bee 
truly ſaid of vs, as the Lord ſpake once : 
of the Iewes, we are not humbled t2 this Terem 44 
day : the naturall pride of our hearts is Ic 
not yet beaten downe; there be but few 
that (toope and are caſt downe with the 
light of their owne ſpirituall baſenctle, 
few that ſtand in awe of Gods Maicltic, 
and that tremble at his word: -The proud | : 
Phariſce that ſtood vaunting, God I Lute. 185 
"thanke him, 1 am thus and thus, hath ras I 
ny followers ; but the poore Publican 
that hung downe his head, the conſci- 
ence of his (innes filling his face 'wtth 
ſhame, hath but few like him, What one F 
of many hath learned with Daxid, tro be 2. Sams. 
tow in bis owne ſight? Pauls rule, If any man 22, 
among you ſeeme to be wile in this world, 1,Cor.z.. 

lite him bea foole that he may be wiſe : few 1%, 
I knowit, but fewer vnderſtand it, but they 
{ bc tcycſtofall chathaue praftiſed it. O 


whea 


"JD. 


JE is putfed vp with a conceipr of his owne*? 
. ſuihciencieand knowledge, and ſcornesÞ 
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” when! ſhall we be found to be hum 
in -that meaſure as 'the ' Corinthians 
frere, to whom Par was forced to write © 


aletter of comfort torenive them ? One? 
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the limplicitic of the Goſpetl, and to it 
mthelcarners forme in Chriſts ſchoole; # 
Another. is frozen in ignorance & blinds 
nzs, and knowes nothing by himſelfeg® 
his very vices ſceme vertucs vnto him 
aucry thing is with him as it ought eZ 
be. Athird is lifted vpwith a preſumptu- 4 
ous opinion of Gods mercic,and thinkes* 
ita mattcr of calines to obtaine ity” 
fothat he neucr ſo much asthinkes vp=-3 
onycelding, andvpon the humbling'of? 
his ſoule before the Lord : fo that wee 2 
may well be [aid to be ({trangers fromthe! 
way of life, fich wee will not (toope fo 4 
low, as this (traite gate of humilitie. 
.we of God therefore, that he would bind? 
our yron neckes, that he would take the ? 
ltiffe tony hearts otit of our bodies; and | 
give vs. hearts of fleſh, yeclding and3 
exible, andecaſtc tobe bent, that being 
ence become-cucn as nothing in our 7 
et.” OWNe 
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Tſe inion; we may be fie paſl % 
"fort > liele La hep Joking tat lead th 
vnto life. IR 3s 
Wallit followeth * together withthis Dol7.g." 
Rooping, there muſt go {as 1{aid) acer. 7 
_ tairie ſtripping of our ſelues alſo ; he that : 
would go through a ſtrait way, a narrow a 
cntric, it is no wiſedome for hit.to elog 4 
himſclfe with many thinges about him, 
hchad need rather to lighter himſclte, 
- that he may go through with the greater 
caſe. So muſt it be inthis caſe, the gate 
. youſceto life, is ſtraitand pinching, and :"* 
'. therefore asthe Apoltle {peaketh to the © 
+ Hebrewes (very fly for this purpoſc) Hebr.1 
The ſinne that hangeth ſo faſ#-on, muſt be Epheſ.4 
Shaken off: the old man muſt be caſftoff z, the 2 
fleſh with the "affeUlions and Juſts muſt be Galat5, 
fied : or members that ate on earth 2 
muſt be crucified ; the weapon: of wirigh- Coloſ.3: 
Feonſner muſt be lazd afjde 5 we mult leauie' Roms, 6.1 
our old finnes behind vs, if we will enter 
in heere, to bring them jo with vs atthis 
little gate it is impoſlible. * The couctous 
# . man with his bags, the wearer wich his 
great oaths , the malicious man that 
ſfwdleth- with his malice, the ambitious — 
- with his high thoughts, the vicious wy 4 
a CE 2 
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30 TheChriſlians lowrnalh, " 
his minions, the drunkard with his full | 
cups, theſe, andthe like totheſe can ne- "IF 
uercnter heere with their dependances. | 
What fin Tocuer thou haſt formerly de- 
lighted in, ifit were to thee as thy right- | 
hand,or thy right cic,thou mult cutitoff + Y | 
and caſt it Fon thee, thou mult (triue rg | 
ſtrippe thy (elte of it, or clle this gate” | }} = 
| 
| 
| 
| 


is much too little for thee to goc in at, 
This is like the hole the Snake creepeth 
through, where he lcaucs his old skinne 
behind him.If thou meanc tocome here, ' 
. thou muſt then ſay with SaintPerer, /t 
. ks enough for me that I haxe ſpent the time \ 
paſt of my life, after the luſts of the Gen« 
tiles, walking inwantones, luſts, drunken- 
nes,oluttonie, drinking: ; andin abhominas _ | 
ble Idolarries other things, bettet things 
arc now expected of mczcuen that hence» 
forth, / ſhould line, not after the luſtes of 
men, but after the will of God. Itis an cx- 
ccllent place. could bring in a cloud of 
witneſles to Page good this point, that 
old ſinnes mult be ſtript off, when wee 
oncegut our foote to the threſholde of, , «| * 
this ſtraite gate, This I may bee bold to. |} 
fay, forl know it is truc, that there is no 
mans or womans conucrlion recorded 
in 
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, inthe Scripture , but there is a manifeſt 
change notcd in them: Infirmitics they 
had (till, but ſinne raigned notin them 
as it did before, And there is great reaſon 
for it: For ifa manentcring into the pro- 
fcllion of Chriſtianitic, might ſtillhaue 
libertic to follow the waics of his.owne 
heart,andto pleaſe hinſclfe, in fulfilling 
of his owne luſts ; what great thing were 
itto be religious?lt he that had beene ig- 
norant, might beignorant (till, hee that 
had beene filrhie, might be falthie (till,he 
tharhad beene an opprelior, might op- 
preile (till, and ſoin other (pecialitics ;all 
theworld then would be religious ; what 
greatthing the ſhould Chriſt be choughe 
to worke in vs,and for vs, if our old cor-,., 
ruptions ſhould raigne,and we ſhould not - 
be freed from the dominion of lin. 

This point will diſcoucr vnto many of, Te 
vs,the follicand vanitic of ourhcartwe 7, * 
will needs be thought to be inthe right 
way, and to hauc choſcn the true.courle. 
vnro cternall happines, byt yct in, the. 
menc tine well not forlake our old 
falhions, ſomewhat or ocher is behind, . ; | 
which cither for profit, or pleaſure, of 
eſtimations ſake, wewill not be beaten 
©'2 froth 


_ 


—_— 
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from ſome ſweete ſinne or other, that if _ 
it were poſſible wee would cuen. carry 
with vs into heauen, and ſo by that 
meanes wee doe vtterly barre vp againſt 
our ſclues, ourcntrance into life, 1 pray 
youkt vsnot be decciued : Let me pe 
pound vnto you the fame queſtio, which 
Paul propounded vnto King Agrippa 3 


7.26. Tell me, doe you beleene the Scripture, 
27, Thinke you that it is true which Chriſt 


 hHeere ſaich, that the gate to heauen is a 
ſtraite gate ?It you do, thinke with your 
(clues, what other reaſon can he deviſed, 
why it ſhould fo be tearmed, then this, 
becauſe itrequireth the ſtripping off of 
our old corruptions? Iff you agree thisto 
bethe meaning, how ſhall we then hope, 
tobe faucd, and yet willingly, =: 

ly, and aduiſedly, retaine, and huld faſt 
our old {imnes, as though wee wouldat 
once ſcrue both God and Mammon 3 
walkeboth in the Lords way, and in our 


.--- owneway. Theſe things cannotholdvn- 


leile we thinke to make Godalyer. Stri- 
. uingtoenter in atthe ſtraitc gate, anda - 
not ſtriving againſt our owne ſclfe-plea- 
ſing humors, theſe things cannot agree. 
Thisigthe viſe, * 
FINIS, 


i $9 
EOS OSOnO) 
See We 
| THE SECOND. 
SERMON. 


| matter, which in the 
beginning Itolde you 
was moſt agreeing to 
githe maine ſcope of 


things ought of neceſſitic to be in all 
that would bee ſaued ;. Foure particu- 
lars hauc beene treated of , the reſt now 
followto be handle41. The fiftthing then n,@ ;.. 
which by the authoritic and ſtrength of 
this text', ought to be in cucry one that 
delireth faluatis, 1s a cotinual proceeding 
and going on in good things. Idoubtnot 
| but youſhall ſcethisplainely prooucd to 
þ becomprehended in the text. Our ſaui- 
our here compareth heauen to a place, 
fro which by naturewe are all c{tranged; ' 
true religion is the way leading to it, hu- 
- militic,(the deniall of our.ſclucs, and the 
C 2 re- 
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renouncing the by-paſt pleaſures of ſin) | 
is the”"gate entering vs into this. way : 
Now the vic you know of a way,is for tra- 
uelers,not foridle loyterers, or vaine 7a- 
zcrs,or timedeluding triflers;luch js this 
ſpirituall way, it isa way leading to life, 
and therefore requircth a continuall pro- 
ceeding,from ſtep to ſter,from grace,t6 | 
grace, without deliſting, without tyring, - 
wntill the iourneysend be reached voto : 
and this is the exprefſe doctrine of the 
ſcripture.The auchorof the epiſtle tothe 
Hebrewes hath two excellent placcs for 
this purpoſe ; the firſt is in the 6, chap- 
ter, where writing vnto thoſe that had 
beene well and carefully inſtructed in the 
firſt principles of religion (which heter; 
meth the ' defirine 'of the' beginning of 
Chriſt) he exhorts them, that not ſatil- 
fyingthemſclues therewith as though it*+. 
were enough that they were thus centred, 
and as it were ſcaſoned with ſound 
knowledge, they ſhould now be led for- 
ward wo perfettien'; as if hee had ſaid, 
-Indeede itis truc,* you haue begun welll,. *|| * 
yet you muſt not think= that ſufficient; 
there is a kind of perfeion to be aimed 

at, and you mult (till preiſc and endea- 
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uour onwards to oþbtaine it: the ſecond 
lace is, in the 32. chapter, Caſt away Hebr. 

Caith he) exery thing that preſſeth downe, 

(diſcharge your (clues, as much as itis 

pollible of all encumbrances) the ſure 

that hangeth ſo faſt on, {ccke to bee caſed 

. of it, and /#t vs rume with patience, the 

race which ts ſet before ws z heere, iult ac- 

cording'to this text, hee likeneth the 

courſe of Chriſtianitic toa race in which 

there mult be a ſpeedic haſtening, with- 

out giuing oucr vntill the end of the race 

be comne vnto. We hauc cxamples here- 

of in ſcriptyre,two chicfiy;the one in Da» P/a/.11 

wid, T will runne the way of thy commuann- | 

dements, there was a proceeding, a go- 

* ing on, a growth in godlines: Theothet 

in Paul, ſpeaking of the excellent know-, 

ledge of Chriit, of fecling the vertug of 

hisreſurreion, and of being conforma-. | 

ble to his death z Brethren (faith hee) 7 py; 1.4 

coxnt not my ſelfe that 1 haue attayned to , ; 

it, (and yet Paxl was more then ardinari- , 

lic expert in the myſtcric of Chriſt) b#e 

" ene thing 1 doe, Iforget that which is be=, 

hind, that which I hauc done hitherto, | 

Lameyen aſhamed of it, 1 account it not tf 

worth the- riaming, 7 endewour my ſelfe .  __. 
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. onto that which is before, and follow hard | 
toward themarke, for the price of the high 
calling of God mm Chriſt Ieſws + it is 2 place, 
and in example worthic (as the ſcripture 
ſpeaketh) to be written with the porn? of 4 
Dizmond in the tables of cucry Chriſti- 
an mans heart. Dazid, deſcribing the . 
truc worſhippers of Gad that dac ſeruc 
him intruth of heart without hypocriſic, 
al.$4.7. faith they arc ſuch as goc from ſtrength 
al.119. to ffrength : men that' doe walke in the 
1+ lawof the Lord : thele mannerſpeakings * 
doe necefſarily imply proceeding. It is 
trucly ſaid, that in religion notto go for» * 
ward, is to goe backeward, and that the 
mans knowledge and feeling is but a 
meecre conceipt, a mattcr of fancic onc- 
ly, which is notaccompanicd with a de+ 
lire of encreaſe. All preaching, all cxer- 
ciſcs of religion aime at one of theſe 
two, cither to conuert thoſe that arc vn- 
q: : called, or to build vp thoſe which are 
Peter.2, conuerted: Deſire the ſincere milke of the 
Fo 2. word, faith the Apoſtle, that yee mey || 
grow thereby ; and God giues < iris « 


vnto his choſen, not only to-renew them 
1 and to beget inthem fome little ſparkles 
7,13. of gracc, but to make them perfit in geod 


LN .. workgs. 


' for jou, ſaith Pax/ to the Thellalonians, 


leafe aoth nexer fage : this is not all, for 
' bring forth fruit in their age, and enen 


fall away more. and more, from one ecx- 1/ay.1.5. 


they hauc begua to taſte of goodthings, 
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workes. We ought to thanke God atwaces ®,Thelf.. 


becauſe your faith proweth exceedinghe. 
The choſen of God are likened to trees P/al. 
planted by the riucrs of watcrs , which 
will bring forth fruite in due ſeaſon, whoſe 


they doc not onely hold their owne, but wi 
they are (o full of /ap, that they ſhall ſtill P/al.g2., 


then be fat and bing. Emill men (laith 2.7im. 
the Apoſtle) waxe worſe and worſe z and I 


tremitic to another z addevg drunkerneſſe | 
to thirſt, as Moſes (peaketh, It cannot Dent;29. 
then but bee a diſhonour vnto God, it his 14 
{pirit ſhall not bee able to worke tothe 
making of thoſe that arc his, better, and 
better, to the leading them by degrees 
neerer and neerer vnto perfection, Thus 
youlce the certaintic of this point, viz. 
that the entcrers into this gate of life, 
muſt not fand (as it were) about the 
doorc, and fit tkem downe as ſoone as 


but there is a way before them to be tra-- 

uailed in; and, asthrough the neccilitic 

of nature they come euery day ncerer.- . 
+" ke 


Fe I. 
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torhe end of their daies, ſo by the power » 
of zrace, they muſt (trine to come cuery 
cy necrer to the end of their faith, the 

{alvation of their ſoules. Let vsapply it. 
To reprooue that which hath benere- * 
prooued often, but is not yet reformed, 
and that is our ſlacknes, and ous (lug- 
githnes in ſpirituallthings, Therc is not 
one man of many, but hee thinks, and is 
verily perſwaded, that hee hath religion _ 
cnough, and that he is come far enough 
n the waics oþ.godlines, hee knowes<- 
nough, and he is zcalous enough: I de- 
lire but the teſtimonies of your owne 
hcarts to witnes with me, whether that” 
which 1 ſay be not truth ; for if itwere 
not ſo that men were ſtrongly perſwa* 
ded, that for mattcrs of ion they 
were forward enough, how could itbee 
thatthey ſhould make ſo little account 
of the meancs to bring them vnto more 
perfection ? how it is poſſible that they 
ſhould not be aſhamed of themſclues to 
be found atthis houre,as ignorant in the 
grounds of pictic, and as fſlacke in the” 
dutics of Gods worſhip, andin the prac- 
tiſc of holines, asthey were many yeeres 
agoc ? There bee a great many of'vs 
touching 


= 
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touching whom, if it be .cnquired what 
knowledge in religion they had fome 
good number of yecres ſince, what zcale 
they ſhewed in the promoting of Gods 
kingtome, what carc in the hearing of 
Gods word, and in the worſhip and {cr- 
uice of his ame, and againc hou it fa- 
" reth with them for cheſs things at this 
prefent, it will be found, that Jooke how 
itwas of old, fo itis yet, ignorant then, 
ignorant yet, carclcfle then, carclefle yet, 
no alteration, no change vales it be this, 
namely, that now 1 arc more dull, 
morevntcachable, more hardned, more 
cold hearted, more profane, more obſ(ti- 
pate, then before. How can this hold 
. for good atthe 6ay of triall ? you ſee the 
courſe of chriſtianitie which leadcth to 
ctcrnall happincilc, hath both a gate to 
enter at, and a way to goc forward in. 
How ſhall we thinke toarr:uc at the reſt 
of the Lord, if we make no conſcience to 
proccede in goodnes ? If wee ſtand ata 
point, propounding to our ſrlues a 
_ forme and courſe, which we will (till goc 
round in;like a horſe in a mil,and further 
then ſowe will not pallc, we will be ata 
ſtintin ourreligion, and beyond that w 
wi 


do TheChriilians Iearnal., 


w.ll not gocyitis as vnpoilible for vs to 
be ſauc3, as itis for him to come to a 
houſe or towne many miles off, who ſce- 
ing the way toit,[tands ſtill in it, and ne- 
uzr puts one foote forwatd from the 
place where hee tooke vp his hrſt ſtan- 
ding. Thinke not the word of God hath - 
ſpokenthelſe thinks in vaine, ſhadowing 
out ſpirituall matters vnto vs by carthly 
things; Gods purpoſe is to make vs con- 
cciue the truth the better, and by ſuch a 
place as this is, toconuince vs cuen by 
the light of our owne reaſon, thattherc 
is no hope of ſfaluation, without a care to 
adde daily to our ſpirituall eſtate, to cn- 
creaſe in knowledge,to proccede in zcale, 
to bee more forward in the worſhip of 
God, to haue more feeling of the BE 
and fauour of God,cuery daythen other, 


_ If we bee glutted withtheſe things, the 
Forcnoones hearing hllcth out ſtomack, 


and wee haue no furthcr appetite that 
dav, this daies hcating doth not ſhar- 
pen vs againſt thenext day, but wee are 
readie to pleaſe our {clues withthat wee = 
do, andſoto amplifie itinour owne pri- 
uat-conceipt, as though no more were 
needetull : It is a daungerous thing, I 

ihould 


'P' raclites) wearic of this Manna, the com- 
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ſhould but deceiue you, and plucke your 
bloud vpon my head, if 1 ſhauld t-!! 
= that this were the way to ctcrnall 
life. - 
Well for a ſecond vſe, if it bee ſo dan- 7 [ets 
gerous a thing not to goe forward, what 
is it thinke wee to goe backeward, to de- 
cay, and grow cold in our loue to good 
things.T herr laſt ſtate, (ſaith our Sauiour) Lhe tt 
will be worſe then their firſt + and it it bettor 26 
not to haue knowne the way of rizhreonſnes, 2,Pet 2," 
then after they hane knowne,to tyrne from the 2 
holy commanndement pgiuen wnta them : | 
The cuill ſpirit thatis once caſt out,Þrin- 
gcth with him ſcaxen dizels worſe they hins. 
ſelfe. It is a matter to bee thoughty 
by diucrs of vs ; There was a time hen 
the word of God was more precious vn- 
to'vs, and when men and wornen did c- 
uenthrong together tothis place, many 
ſcemed cucn glad to heare, and to bee 
made acquainted with good things was 
a ioy ynto them : But now wee are full, 
weare (like the nice and vnthankefulllſ . 


monnelle of Gods bleſſings hath drawne 

| them into contempt, Beware of looking. . 

backe, take heedof going from ſtrength * 
| @ 


Pet.2.2. po 


a>. To Chriſtians lournall. 
to weakenelle, from 2zcale to coldnes , 


and deadnes of heartc, from carcfulnes 
to ſccuritic, fromthe louing the houſe of 
God, and the cxerciſcs thereof, to loa- 
thingthcm, or at leaſt co a [elſe and more 
cold c{te-ming them. Woe ſhall be vn- 


to vs, if wee ſhall now bee glutted with. 


that, which ſometimes we longed fort it 


is a {igne that all our ſhewes were but- 


ſhewes, and all our prote(tations but hy- 
critic, For, fye have taſted bow bown- 
tifull the Lord is, thenyee defire the ſincere 
milke of the ward to grow thereby : It yee 
hauc found any ſweetnes in the exerciſes 
ofrcligion , it is certainc your appetite 
will bee encreaſed rather then dimini- 
ſhed. If our ſpirits bee dulled and tried 
out with the continuall vic oftheſc holy 
excrcilcs,it isa fearctull ſigne, and yct it 
is ſo common, that we all hauc needeto 
beadmoniſhed of it. And let vs all that 
profetle religion remember that it is a 
way; life ctcrnall is notby and by polleſ- 
ſcd.Iftherc be no proceeding it is dange- 
rous, butif 7 


4: COIN but 4s the morning deaw 
w 


ch the heate of the Sunne ſoone 
parchcth, itis worſt of all: rhe dog tothe 


vornit, 


back-ſlyding, if ours + 
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Vomit, end the ſow tothe mire; isthe hea- 2.22.2. 


uicſt cenſure, that can bee giuen of any 
man. They which hane beene once enlight- 


ned, ard hane taſted the pifts of Gods ſpirit, Hebr.G. 


sf they once fall back it is impoſſible they ſhould 
be renewed by repentance 7, it 18 a wotull Tay- 
ing, it ſhould make vs cucn trembleto 
conlider it. | 

Now to this going on, and procceding 
inthe way tolitc,there arc ſundry things 
belonging,whichitis very meete that we 
ſhould be made acquainted with, they 
arc impertinent neither tothe matter nor 
| rothetext, The firlt is, continuall gui- 
dance and direction. A man that is to 
iourney in a way vaknowne, willnotbe 
ſztisficd with chis alone, that he is [cr in- 


to the right way,but confidering the pol- 


ſibilicic of crringghe will taraiſh himſclfe 
with as many direRions as he can, glad 
he will be of any mans companythat vn- 
derſtandeth the way ; ſometime he will 
be at the charge rather then faile, to hire 
a man that may condu him ; The way 


(ys of peace which leadeth vnto happines,is 


away which- fleſh and blood is not ac- 
| quainted with, and the nature of man is 
of iclelte very ſubictto miſtaking,there- 

| A 


fore 


» 


y 
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fot his dutic that would in godli. > 
nes, is to-get vnto him the direigit of * 
, ſome ſure giuidez which will not deceiue.-- 
| " him, Coney not faile ofthe end © 
| and marke which hee deſireth Thiswis = 
at * Daxids carc, as appcareth by many; 


119- ſpceches of his : Make me 10 wnderſtand ©} 
*7- the way of thy precepts: verle.. 33. Teach me I. | 
the way of t _— veric. 3 5.Diret me 

wthe path of thy Commanndements ; verſ[t' 
6 eu eppes 18 thy word. The 
p_ guidc Arden ids arc al-on>* * 

: tobe looked vnro,and cannot deceiue)”-; 
| hn. 14-6. is ike Lord Icfus. [anthe way (faith he) 3 
| and no man commeth vnto the 1 Father but > 
7.12. byme. Andthe Apoſtle tothe Hebrewes,” * 
2. exhorting to ils race which is ſet bes. * 
fore vs, bids vs withall to looke vpon the* 
author and finiſher of our faith:his blood *- 
Ehap-10. as the fame Apoſtle ſpeaketh, hath pre; 
$9.20, pared anew and lixing way. The dirction*? 
| which Chriſt giueth, is comprehendetd | 4 
in his Word, Shich is therefore often in*” 
the Scripture tcarmed the Lord: way, be- 
cauſe no cqurſe can bring a man vntoe-® 
TT, 119. ternall life, but that which isthere pre-*? 

F 105. ſcribed. Dawd * faith, this: Word was «"; 
et. light vnio his path : - and: Peter commends » 

=. | thole : 


"4 
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thoſe ts whom hee. wrote, becauſe they 
gaze heed toit, as to the beſt and ſureſt in- 
{truter. The Word of God contained in 
Scripture is fitly compared to the pillar 
of the cloud which led the people of I{- 
rac] in the wildernetle ; when that went 
forward the peuple marched, when that 

"ſtayed, the people ſtood (till , all their 
iourncy was framed according to the 
-mouing of the cloud : of the ſame vic is 
this Word of God in the way to life, when 
that calleth,we may and mult moyc,when 
that reſtraineth, we ought not to put fot- 

' ward, our care mult be to ſute our courle 
and cariage thereunto. Now as Chriſt the 
head-guide hath leftthe fulnes of direc: 

ion 1n his written Word, ſo he hath cn- 
truſted the Miniſters of his Church there- i 
with, he hath commuted it wnto them, as 2.Cor. $1 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, not that they T- | 
ſhould cngroſle it to themſclues, and | 
.'. leade the people of God which way the- 
ſclues pleaſe, but that they might ſtudic 
 toſcarchoutthchid matter thereof, and © 
+. apply itto the dircion of Gods Church, | 
according to cucry mans occalion. For | 
this cauſe the Paſtors of the Church in 
reſpec of their fundion, arc called Lea+ Heb.13. 
dE 6 D ders ' 
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20, yOyage, that the Lord lcadeth his choſen |} 
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ders or Gnides : and whereas Chriſt cals 
ignorant and crroncous teachers blind 


gmdes, it argueth thatſound inſtruftors 


are wel termed by the name of Gzids.The 
interpreting of the Scripture, is calleda 
guiding ofthe hearers. When Philipde- 


maunded of the Ennuch, reading (as he , 


rode) vpon Eſay, whether he wnderſtood 
that which he read ; he anſwered him, bew 
canT, except Thad a gmide : meaning ex- 
cept hee had-onetoexpound vnto him. 
So then, hitherto the matter is now 
brought; he that would go on. and pro- 
ceedas he ought inthe way to lif:, mult 
get himlclte a guide. The he:d-guide is 
the Lord Icfus, he hath recommended 


his directions vato vs in his Word,and * 


for the common benefit and inſtruction 
of his Church, he hath given gifts vnto 
men, andenabled them to lay open the 
myltcrie of the Scripture, and by this his 
ordinanec,hee guideth & direteth thoſe 
that arc in his eternall counſell ordained 


_ violife. So that as it is ſaid of the iour- 
ney of the Ifraclites, that God did leads * 


them like ſhezpe by the hardes of Miſes 
and Aaron : (ot is truc in this ſpiritual | 


\ 


4 
— 


by the hand of his Miniſters. By them 
he gathereth together his Saints. Theſe I 
am ſure arcall ofchem ſure grounds that 
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Evbeſ.4 


cannot be denied ; That the way of life 18. 


to vs vnknowne, and therefore we need a 
gzid? : Secondly, that Chriſt Iclus isthe 
. onel true 9nide:Thirdly,that he hath re- 
giitred all his directions in his Word, 
(that is, the whole corn{ell of God) and that 
for the diſpenſing of his Word (notwith- 
{tanding the private vic which cuery 
Chriltian may and oughtrto hauc of it)he 
hath ordainzd publique teaching, by 
which to guide our feete into the way of 

eace, He that is diſpoſed to be captious, 
0 him thinke well which of all theſe he 
can except againſt: In the meane time we 
will take them for truth, and ſo make the 
beit vic oftthem., 

This ſheweth, that albert the moſt of 
vs atthis day,that profclic religion, hauc 
choſen guides vato our (clues, yer we 
faile in chuling the crucdirefion : lome 
are guided by their owae priuate con- 
-ceipts, ſome by the guile of the times, 


ſome go with the drouc and are carricd. 


with the multitude,ſomeare lcd onely by 


the courſey of their forefathers,they hold. 


'D 2 if 
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it a ſure way to doc as they haue done; 
the direRion of Chriſt Iclus ſpeaking in 
the Scriptures, and reucaling his aduilc 
vntovs in the miniſteric of his Churchzis 
leaſt looked after. Each man in theſe caſcs 
thinkes himſelfe wiſe enough, to hEhis 


owne aduiſer. In Philicke we fcarc our - . 


# 
fr 


owne iudgement, and belccue the Doc- 
tor, in the law, our Counſcllor: in o- 
ther things we ſecke to men that profelle 
knowledge, andarc of vnderſtanding in 
thoſe things wherein we delire direction: 
but in Dininittc, and in the caſcs of the 
ſoule, moſt men imagine they ate able to 


afford themſcles counſcll good enough : +» | 


henceis it, that the knowledge of Gods 


Word is not carcd for, the opening of it © | 


by cxpolition, the vrging it by cxhorta- 
tion and reproofe, thicſe things are lit- 
tle eſteemed : and indeed, 1f men be fo 
wiſe, that they can by their wiſedome 
guidethemſclues, wherefore ſhould they 
value them ? But cxr/ed be the man (ſaith 


.17. the Scripture) that maketh fleſh his arme 
and withdraweth his heart from the Lord. 


God curſcth the fancies of mens owne 
heatts, and giucth a bletling oncly to the 
obcdigt yeelding to his owne ordinance : 

what 


? 


what courſe ſocuer 'is framed without 
the Word, beit in mans reaſon neuer {q 
plauſible z nay whatſocuer is ſought for 
in the word witha relying vpon a mans 
owne priuate collefions in contempt 
Or.nc let of the publicke meanes, 
Lord doth neuer blefle it, it turneth 
into error ; and leadeth thoſe that truſt 
vnto it into deſtruction. This therefore 
we arc taught hence, if we defire (as be- 
commeth vs)to procced in good things, 
and according to the aduiſc of the ſpirit 
of God, to be led forward wnto perfettion, 
we mult ſeeke the direction of the onely 
truc guide Chriſt Icſus in the Scriptures ; 
Ifwe be ſtrangers in the booke of God, 
we cannot chuſe but be miſtaken, ifwe 
would make true benefit by the Word, 
the ordinance of God muſt be regarded ; 
- and what cuer he be that would be gui- 
ded in the way of life, he muſt range 
himſclfe among the common 'order of 
learners in Chriſts ſchoole. This isthe 
right way, there is no bleſſing promiſed 
, of God to any other courſe, Now you 
will ay to me (perhaps) this isa very vn- 
certaine and hazardous courſe, to bind 
our {clues to be guided by men, —_ 
D 3 y 


DJ 


-50 +» TheChrifltans learnall. 
-ly now a daies, when as the world is fo 
full of ſeducers, and thoſe ſeducers allo 


ſo full of ſubtiltic,and cuery one making 
pretences of the truth to be on his ide ?I 
anſwere, I perſwade not to this, to build 
vpon men, as theugh we ſ}:ould receive 
direQions for matter of ſaluation vpon 


truſt, belecuing cuery thing that is com- * 


mended to vs, by thofe that beare thc 
nzme of teachers in Gods Church : That 
were an intullerable bondage, and a [a- 


br.4. uery- not to be encured ; for the ſpirits 
1; m#ft be tried, ard the Scripture muſt be 
*examined whether their coarine be ac- 


cording. If you lay there is yet no ccr- 
taintic, for as they may miftake in tca- 
ching, ſo may youin iudging alſo; I an- 


- fwere, we mult be ſo much the more ear- 
' neft with the Lord in prayer, that his ſpi- 
"rit may conduevs; and this rule in moſt 


things we may, proceede by. That Coc- 
trine which aimeth at this, tobring wen 


onely toChrift, by drining themout of 4 * 


therſclues, to reſt alone vpon his wor- 


ruptrature of man within compatile; that 


* COArihe Tay is the true way, the prea- 


cher 


tliines; and gives no colcur of libertic to« , i} ? 


- afiy linye,but ſtil ftrives tokeepe the cor- 


y 


Then rode gn. 
cherthat draweth to this is atruc guide 


and his direction cannot deceiue vs. This. 
L a plaine rule calle to be concciucd, it 
i: a(kort rule calic to be remembred, it 
yatrucrulecalic to be confirmed, in-as 
much as it agreeth with the whole ſco 
of the Scriptures, which is,” Chriſt leſs 
* irecely juſtifying vs by imputcd righte- 
oulnes before God, and powerfuily rc- 
nuing vs,and ſanRifying vsby hisſpirit, 
tothe declaring of the fruites of obedi- 
ence before men, This is the firſtthing 
. that mutt accompany our care to goe 
on in the way tolite ; a dependance vyp- 
on the true guide Icſus Chriſt, reucaling 
his holy directions to vs in his word, In 
. ſome matters. of intcrpretation of parti- 
cular text, or (ome points . of religion 
of eter moment, it is pofliblce for men 
of the greateſt vnderftanding fnally-to 
miſtake,but he that will in humilitic,and 
'in adeniall and renouncing cf himſclfe, 
take the right couric to bee (etled, in 
maine matters that do neceſſarily concerne 
* the ſaluation of his ſoule, cannot (though 
Ets learning be nexer ſo ſmall) witerly E 


deccinca, 
The ſccand thing that mull accom 
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panie-our purpoſe of going on in the 
way to happines, is circumſpedtion and 
ancarneſt heeding of our courſe;ſo much 

is very manifeſt by the text. You (& } 
heere that as the gate of entrance 8 Þ 
termed ſtraight, ſo the way of progretk 

is called 1a779w: now a narrow way Ic: 
quireth heedfulnes, a little flipping ot” 
going tothis (ide, or that, may breed : 
great deale of inconuenience. And if we 
examine the ſcripture, wee ſhall ſee the z 
like heedtaking required in this fpiritu: © 
all iourney. It is a charge of the holy, © 
Ghoſt, that we ſhould walke circum. ÞF \ 
fpeltly, walke exaQtly, or curiouſlic, or F 
to ſpeake truely according to the words 
meaning, walke preciſely : Make ftraite « 
Peppers to your feete, leſt that which i hal- 

ting be turned ont of the way. Paxl cal- 

leth the life of a Chriſtian walking by a 

rale, as if a man went byaline, which he 


- 


* willnot, which he dares not turne from. 


119. 


Take heede that yee doe as the Lord your 
God hath commannded you, turne not 


" aſide to the richt hand, nor tothe leſt, Amr » NN 


example we hauc in Daxid, firſt his reſo- 
lution, 7 thought I will take heede to my 
waies ; then next his prayer, O that my 

l Wars 
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waies were made dirett, or (traight, carried | 
as it were by a kinde of leue]l, with te- 
ſpe (as himſelte after ſpeaketh in the 
Lime place) wnto all Gods commanudements, 
as when a manghath a marke in his cyc,& - - - 
ftriucs to keepe an cucnand dire courſe, 
vntoit ; oras when a workeman applicth 

his rule to his worke,and with hisbeft in- 
deauvur ordereth the ſame accordingly. 
This is briefly,but yet plaincly and vnde- 
niably the truth of this point; he thatde- 
ſireth to proccede in the way to happines, 
mult remember. the way is narrow, he 
may calily ſwarue from it, and it doth 
therefore call vpon him for verie great 
heedines and circumſpeRion. 


The vlc hereof is, to diſcouer two c- p7p, 


vils in the times,the one is careleſnes,the * 
other. is profanenes : touching rhe for- 
mer,.notwithſtanding the ſtaitnes which 
the'word of God enioynes , yet how 
greatis our generall di(ſoluteneiſe ? who 
thinkes himſelfe bound -to thole (traite 
tcarmes, as that hee ſhould make conſci- 
. ence of cuery ſinne ? what man doth c- 
uen as it were combine, and couecnant 
with himſelfe, to be icalous ouer all his 
waics, to {ct awatch before his mouth, 
Ped 


Pre.23. 
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to take heede to his words,. to wake a 
coucnant with his cycs, tobe wary of his 


lookes, to ponder the path of hisfccte 
into what company he comes, to put his 


2, knife to his throat as Salomon (pcaks, to 


beware of cxcetle, to keepe his heart with 
diligence,looking to it,what thoughts he 
entertaines, to be alwaics fearing, and e- 
uer fuſpeRing him(clte, leſt he ſhould be 
miſcarried, to be ſtill lifting vp his heart 
to heauen that the Lord may cſtabliſh 
him:whol ſay cntreth into coucnant with 
himfelfe for this (pirituall heedfulnes ? 
nay rather who doth not aducnturc to 
take _libertic vnto himſclfe in ſome one 
thing or other, according as his humor 
lexdeth- him z mincing and extcnuating 
{nne, and ſuppoling preſumptuoully, 
thata man may wandccr, and (tragglc a 
little from the way, and yet returne, And 
by this meanes Sathan getteth great ad- 
uaiitage againlt many, for while he al- 
Jureth and telleth them vndera colour of 
libertie trom an cuecn and dirct courle, 
he draweth them on further and further, 
vntill like a man that hath quite loſt his 
way, they know not which way to rc- 
ture, Remember we therefore that the 


way 


' 
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way to life is a narrow way : it is not ſo (as 


| ' ſome profanely hauc faid) that a man if 


if he will may (as in a journey hence to 
London) take his pleaſure by the way, 
and ride here and there ypon occalion, 
ard: yet at laſt though it be ſomething 
thelonger firſt, come to the place inten- 
acd ; and fo in traucling to , vobes cn- 
ioy the pleaſures of finne, and yet for all 
that,althoughit be ſomewhat the further 
way about, atriue at the place of happi- 
res ;noitisa narrow way, error on both 
{1des, a man cannot be too circumſpeR. 
The ſecond cuill which this point diſco- 
uereth is profanenes,becaule whereas the 
word of God requireth in a mans conuer- 
ſation very great heedfulnes, yet in the 
world it is mace a ict, and a matter of 
ignominic, and enough is ſuppoſed tobe 
{poken to a mans reproach,it he be char- 
ged with preciſcnes. Truc it is that many 
putting ona ſhew of ſtraitnes,arenotwith- 
ſtanding looſe cnough in many things: 
butwhat then?though ſome doe protcile 
gadlines in hypocrilie, yet that can iuſt- 
ly be no preiudice to thoſe that doe it 
in ſinccritie : certaine it is, that in the 
mattcrs of God, no men can be too pre- 
Cilc, 
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Ciſe, in the watching ouer his owne hart, 


and in the pongring his waics, no man' 


can be ouer circumſpe& ; And therefore 


. let menof corrupt minds, who (as Sals- 


F209 ſaith, make a mocke cf ſcnne, let ſuch 
I fay {corneas themſclucs lift ; yetletfo 
many as feare God, and dclire to approue 
themnſclues vato him, eucr remember 
the narrownes of the way that leadeth vit- 
to lifc, and allure themſclues, that a little 
wandring after the vanitics 6ttheir owne 
hearts, alittle ſatisfying themſclues inthe 
pleaſures of finne, may ſoone miſlead 


them, and make the right way very hard 


to be recouered, 

The third thing which muſt accom- 
pany our purpoſe of going on in the 
way to happines, is arc{alution and pre- 
paration tor fuch encumbrances as may 
meete vs on the way. It is wiſedome 


we know in trauclling to be prepared for | 


the weather, to be armed againſt ſuch as 
lic in waite to ſpoile, and do manie times 
make a prey of the goods, nay cuen of 


the lives of the patlers by : ſointhis calc, * 


in as much as a man intending to pro- 


ccede in the waies of God, ſhall be af-' ; 
{aulted with many gricuances, is it good | 


policic 


f 


þ 
i 


 — 
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{ policie both to put on a reſolution to 
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wraſtle with them, and to he armed fo 
that he may prevlaile againſt them Firſt, 
inthe world a man {hall receiue many 
vnkindnetles and indignitics, much re- 
proach. David ſaith, the very abies af+ Fſal.3 5 
ſembled them'elues avainſt him they tare i5. 
him,and ceaſed not ;, and the druxnhkards made Pſal.6g. 
fonges of him : and the whole Church — 21: 
complaineth, that their ſoule was roo full F/aſ 123. 
of mocking of the wealthie, ana of the deſpite+ 
fulnes of the proud. Secondly, the Lord 
. alſo is wont to exerciſe his deareſt [cr- 
wants with many crotſcs, which to fleſh 
and bloud are very gricuous and heauie | 
to be borne ; Thine arrowes O Loar4 (ſaith Pſal.z $.24 
Damid) haze light v19» ms : I am like a | 
leafe driven too and fro faith Job. Third- C24p: 13% 
lic, Sathan is a profctled enemie tocuecrie a; 
good courſe, and will lay many baites, 
and vie many mcanes to withdraw: here 
pleaſure aſſaults, there profit, there ho- 
nour andeſtimation amongl(t men, cach 
ofthem bf grea* force to perſwade : ano- 
therwhile he rayſeth vp trouble againit 
a man, cucnout of his owne thoughts, 
ſctting vpon him with the horror of {:n, 
che terror of the law, the fearctulnes > 
GOo1s 
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Gods Maieltic, the (tritnes of his iv- (Y;" 


ſtice, out of all theſe he will raiſe inatter 
of diſpaire, and preuaile many times ve- 
ric farre to the appalling and amaling 
of ackriſtian. Theſ: things a man inten- 
ding totrauaile in the narrow way of lite 
mult thinkevpon, and not on*ly ſo,but 
make prouilon alſo, that oucrcomining 
all encombrances he may hold out the 
profciiton of his hope without waucring 
vnto the end. Touching the reproch and 
obliquie of the diſdainctult world. hee 
mult conſider, that in all reproach which 
is caſt vypon him for his carc of a good 
conſcience, Chriſt is his partacr. The 
taunts which A4zſes cndurel at the 
hands of the Egyptians, arc called rhe 
rebuke of Chriſt : Peter telleth them 
which are cuill intreated for the truths 
lake, that therein they Were partakers 
of Chriſts ſuffrmgs : what greater COn- 
fort ? Secondly, that the hatred of the 
world, is a teſtimonic and an afſurance 
toa mans ſoule, that he is one of Gods 


choſen : If ye were of the wwrld, the world * 


would lone his owne, but becanſe yee are 
not of the world, but I hane choſen you out 
of the world, thereſore the world hateth 


Jn. 


® x 
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croſſes, hc mult know thatthey are try- 
als of faith, cxerciſcrs of patience, refor- 
mers of corrupt atfetions, meanes to 


44: reclaime and withdraw from the world 


;. this will make a man take vp his crolle 
cheeretully, and cuen reigyce in tribula- 
tion,Thirdly concerning Satans affaults, 
he muſt be well perſwaded of the bewit- 
chings of worldly pleaſures, of the poy- 
fon that lurketh vader the name of pro- 
fit, ofthe vanitic of honour andq credit 
amongſt men,he mult gather together al 
the gracious promiles of mercy in Chriſt, 
all experimentall teſtimonies of Gods 
loue vato himſelfte, that (o he may haue 
comfort in the middelt of the ſharnelt of 


Sathans encounters. This he mult doe *« 


that wo1ld 20 02, in the narrow way that 
lcadeth vnto life. 


Toreprooue the ſecure negligence of Ye. 


many profetſors of religion now adaies, 
that never make any proviſion for the 
hardſhip they ar- like to mcete with, it 
they will be Chriſts diſciples: and ſo by 
that meanes meeting vnexpeRedly with 
the diſzraccs and iniuries of the world, 
with the ſharpeneile of afflitions, —_ 
e 


(459%. Againe touching affliftions and /obn.rg. 
I, 
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the buffctings of Sathan,of al which they. 
had little thought bctore ; repent them- L 
{clues of the courſe they are cnrred into, © 
and fo fall away vnto their wonted cold- * 
nes. They arc like an vnaduiſcd trauai«* 
ler, that beginning his journey in a faire - 
morning, and ſuppoling that the wea- © 
ther will not altcr, lcaucs his furniture 
behinde by which: he ſhould be ſheltred 
againſt a ſtotmc, and then attcrward the 
windes blowing , and the tempeſt rilingy 
is driucn cithecr to returne backe and (o 
to looſe his labour, orcl(c to take ſome 
coucrt, ſuch as vpon the ſodaine hee can 
mecte with, whete though he find ſome 
little comfort for a time, yet the {torme 
enctcaling,he is driven thence alſo : ſo is 
it with many profctlors, when the times 
ſeeme to laugh vpon religion, and the 
entettaining it deoth not as vet hazud 
any thing which flcth and blould alic&s, 
they arc very forward, but when a (torme 
comes which they looked not for, the 
world oppoſcs it ſelfe, pleaſure muſt be 
ſcqueſtred, profit mult be negleRed, cre<. *#þ 
dir muſt be hazarded, the they are found 
to fall backc,not being prouided to beare # 
itout, and ſo make their laſt daies worſe © 


-S; 
: 


+ ++ 
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then their firſt, Letthisthenamongthe 
reſt be borne away : viz. that he that 
| would proceede in the way of godlines 
mult thinke vpon the diſcouragements 
he ſhall mecte with, and muſt therefore 
harden hitnſelfe againſt them, that whac 
_ euer happen,he may finiſh his courſe with 
ioy,and may forunne, that in the end he 
may be lureto obtaine. | 

The laſt ching which muſt accompany 
our purpoſe of going on, is an often cal- 
ling a mans courſe to an account, to fce 
whether it be right and ſtraight yea or 
no: he who journeyeth in a way which 
he isnot acquainted with, it is wiſedome 
for him cuer and anon to be mindfull of 
_ *the direRions which were giuen' him, 
- andtorcmember the marks which were 
told him, the turnings and the by-paths 
which h- was warned of, totheend that 
by thinking hereupon, if hee find ho-is 
fight, he may procced withcomfort, if 
' he bedeeeiued,: hemay- returne quickly 
before herchave wandered. too farre, and 


- . &fred oucr much. So it muſt-be in this 
way : 1 bans \conſutered my mayer (ſaith ©/al.11} 


$ avi", You fee! Davide faſhion what it 


Danid) ani'tyrned myfeete onto thy tefts- 


E was, 


= 
. 
x" 
- —” 
( 
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was", often toview his owne courſes, to 
ſcarch, and-to tric his waics, to ſce how 
he kept his fcet in the path of Gods com- 
maundements , and where he petcciucd 
himlſcltc to hauc bin miſtaken, ſtraight he 
returned,and cndeuoured to come backe 
quickely : [turned my feete unto thy roſti= + 
monies; in the nextverlc he addes ,1 made * 
haſt and prolonged not, When the ſame 
» Danidwilleth and exhotteth men 2 exa- 
mine their heart y90n their bed ; what doth 
he mcane, but that cuery man, when hee 
is alone by himſcite, ſhould retyre his 
thoughts, ſhould looke backe into the 
day palt, to ſec what he hath done, and 
how he hath demcaned himſelfe, thatſo 
he may recoucr himſclfe for his often , 
lips by repentance, and renuc hisvowof 
keeping an cuen courſe. in the way of 


4. lite. Paw bids we ſhould not /-t the ſorn 
26. goe downe vpon our wrath : thence a ge- 


nerallrule may be drawne, that no ſinne 
ſhould bee ſuffered to lodge all night 
with vs z an account be taken of 
our falls, and we ſhould preſently labour - * 
toretoucr,The Scriptureſpeaking ofthe + 

care of [ob in offcring ſacrifice for his 
children,- thinking that in mauy things 


they 


i 


 mong(t vs thatdoth thus call his lifeand 


. yanitics and profirs of the world prevai 


 adutiethathe isticd vnto? And therforc 


- one bedrawne info ſuch a maze... that 
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they might ouerſhootthemſclues in their 
banqueting z addes this clauſe 5 Thus did 1:b.1.5 
Tob exery day: He that was thus daily care- 
full about his childrens courſes, what was 
he(thinke we) for his owne? b 
This point will diſcoucr as much care- F/e, 
leſmnes as any of the former, for who 1s a- 


carriage tO an account,that in an cuening 
when he is about to take his reſt, and 
knoweth not whether he ſhall cuer wake 
againe or no, askes himſelte this quelti- 
on, what hane I done ? how hauc I walked 
this day, how haue I wandered from the 
path of Gods Commaundements, what 
dutics haue 1 failed in, how far haue the 


ledagainſt meto miſlead me ? wholfay 
is wont to keepe this priuie audite with- 
in himſclte ; nay who thinkes this to be 


no maruell if ſinne grow.ſ{trong vporvs, 
no wonder. if we ſtray far from the right 
courſe z andif we looke not?oit, wewill 


we {hall not know which wayeo returne. 
Letvstake with vs then this in{truftion 


among others, often to tric our waics, 
Ek # ONEE 
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once aday at laſt toconſider our courſes, 
we do al crre,in many things((aith S. lames ) 


*. not preuaile againlt vs,and by vſe we ſhal 
grow ſo perfect in our waies,that we ſhall 
very (c{dome be miſtaken, 


FINIS. 


THE THIRD 


SERMON. * 


 leadeth to deſtrution, and there be 
. which goe inthereat, TR 


V E haue done with the aduertiſc- 
'Y mentitſelfe, andare nowcome 


{he ſecond © & to the reaſons by which it is 
| "—_— enforced. The firſt reaſon runneth 


which the moſt affe, be wide and broad, 
full ofpleaſing, and full of company, yet 
inthe cnd it /eadeth ro deſtruttion, By the 
gate 


5.3. ' we mifſe all, but by this means, crror ſhall. 


Forit is the wide gate and broade way, that” 


thus"; becauſe albeit the gate and way * 


Fl 
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gote axd way mentioned in this firſt rear P/al.x. 
'F fan, is meantthe ſame which clſewhere P/al.; 


is called. the way of ſinners z a way that as Pſal.11s 

not good. : the way of faiſhood : an enill 10, 

| m5 itis the gate and way which by na- Pro... 
ture we all trauaile in, therefore itis tear- - 

med oxr owne way : the way of awry owne 1/ay,53 

| heart : becaulc it is away which of our 1/ay.57 

p 


z 
| 


ſclues withouta guide we goc into, and 
which of our ſelyes, wee are neucr.cither 
able or willing to forſake, Itis laidtobe 
a wide and a broad wey, becaule it is away. where 
of libertic to the fc and. gives a man iris call 
'' leauctorunany copurlc, which his owne way,wic 
priuate corrupt humor dothaffc& : itis a 29258 
way which impoſcth no-conditions ,of 

. reſtraint, but whatſocucr. a man (led by 
the luſts of his owne. heart) bends, vnto, 
it allureth him-roic,, andſcemeth» to fay 
as. the; flattering chaplaynes did, to. 4» 
bah.touching the expedition againlt Rea: © © 
weth, Goe and prefþer., Now this way .nOt- 1.Kingt 
withſtanding the plcalingoes of it,,our © 7 
Sauiour ſaith, it /cadeth ro deſtruitiong the Prog.t. 
J' - »i{ſnes of atiarethe waics of death; it;bring- 
cth.no, ſmall inconucnience,or llightan- 
4 noyance, ;ſuch as loilc ot goods, or ble- 
milh in good namc, or ſicknes af body, 

E 3 - but 


. 
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but "the ſurpatſing exceeding eternall 
curſe of God, the vtter ruvne both of 
ſoule and body, an. endlctile, caſclefle, 
hopcletſc miſcric. This then is Chriſts 
reaſoning, that in as much as there be 
but two waics, aftrartt, and awide ; and 
the wide leadeth a man to ſuch an irreco- _ 
ucrable downetall,therefore we would be- 
ware of it, andentcr in at the ſtraite gate; 
This'is the meaning brictcly:Let vs now 
ſce what necetlary matter of inſtruction 
we may obſfruc. 

Firit heere we karne, that alb-it the 
way of linne be, for the preſent time in 
the ſenſe and ſeeming of fleſh and blood 
very delightfull, yet the reward thereof 
is miſcric, andthe enddeſtruQtion, This - 
15the expreſſe doArine of the Text, and 
itis ca(ily iuſtibed by the Scriprure. Firſt 
_ ingenerall itis faid of all finme, that the 
wapes thereof is death ; and that the end 
g of the wicked ſhall be cyt off, Secondly oy 
particular of ſcuerall ſinncs, the Wor 
of God ſpeaketh very exprefſcly ro this + 
purpoſe, Ofadultcry Salomon ſaith, (de-" * 
ſcribing the faſhion of a harlot) that in- 
deed her chamber is richly deckt, her 
Led perfumed, and her words very intj= 
on Ive on fing; 
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ling; b«t (ith he) her bouſe is the way to Pro.7.2 

the graue, which goeth dowre to the cham- 

bers of death : and her gueſts are in the Pro 9.1 

depth of hcl,” Of deceite, The bread of de- Pro.20, 

eelt is ſweets to. a man,” but afterward bis 

mouth ſhall be filled with granel, Of drun- 

. kennes, The. wine ſheweth the colour inthe 

c#p, and gocth dowrte pleaſantly, butin 

the end t ercof, i will bite like a Serpent, Pro.23. 

ard port like a Cockatriſe, Ofthe vane 

of youth : Retoxce O may in thy youth, 

walke in the A th Ie) Lg A the _ | 

fob of thine eies, but kn that for all theſe 

things God will bring thee _ to indgement. 

In all thefe, here is a broad pleaſautway, 
giuing libertie and ſcope chnough vrito 

' ficſhand blood, butthe end. of all is de- 

ſtruction. The fweete micats ofwickednes 

will haue the ſowre ſauce of wretched- . 

nes and miſcrie : we may [ee the fame al- ' 

ſoverified by examples. Exe was made 

belecue by the Dwell, that ifſhe would 

adventure tocate of the forbidden tree, 

ſhe ſhould receive by it great adugnee- 
- "ment DB iedamn As ON Kit 10M 


andenl{; (cquiuocating with her, as our © 
ſtate Papiſts donow a daics, and begui-- 
lipg her with doubtfulnefle of termes. 


wt 


E 4 Wel', 
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meate, pleaſant to the cyc, and tobede- 
fired to get knowlege (heere was a way 
broad and faire cnough z ). and ſhe tooke 
and gaueto her huzdand, and they both 
did cate : But ſee now whither this way 
leades them, 74 (faith the text) their 


raked: the beginning ſeemed to delight, 


but the fruite was gricfc and the end con- 
fuſion, the iſſue cleanc contrary to that 
which was expected. Nodoubt the mur- 
dering of Abel for the time, gauc ver 
ood fatisfation to the malicious an 
'bloud thruſting humor of Cas, but he 


which followed, and tonfidereth how 
meſ..4. ſonge lay at the deore, cucr dogging hitn, 
7- and neucr lcaying him, till he was cuen 
fwallowed vp into diſpaire ; Thall ſee # 
plcaſin g: courſe. cartying hit that held 
It, into a depth of miſcric, out of whic 
oe, vgs never able ,to_recquer. Moſes 
Geneſ.6: aith thus, The ſons of God Jaw the gh. 
: 


ir them wine of ll ey 169 Hs 


v 


Well, ſhce ſaw the tree was good for 


eyes were opened, 'ayd they knew they were” 


andto give hope of great contentment; 


which Jookes *vpon the , reckoning . 


aking of the NE Oe oud;. . 


PS 2 ters of” men that they were faire," a ig k 
F 
eere 


. 
Thi 


: 
'1 
, 


| heere was libertic enough (all they liked) 


* ſure,but the place of arriuall full of miſc- 


. plealing of our minds, and the ſatisfying 
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but what was the ifluc, you know the ſto- 
ric:when they were in the very height of 
thcir jollitic, the loud came and tooke then Ant 
all qxay: heere was a iourney full of plca- : 36 


ric, The rich man of whom Chriſt ſpca- 
'(teth, was cloathed an prerple ard fine Innen, 
and fared well and delicately enery day : 
here was outward contentment to the 
full, but whereto did this way lead ? we 
have heard what followeth, the richman x.,4. 16. 
alſo died, and was buried, andwas in bellm >, » 
torments, 1 could thus calily giuc you 

many inſtances, all of them ſeruing to 
ſhew to vs, how lirine dealeth with vs, 
as Toab with Amaſa, he met him and 
ſaluted him louingly (art then in bealth 
wy brother? ) hee tooke him by the beard 
with the right hand to kifle him, but 
withall he ſmorc him in the fifth rib, and 
ſhed out his bowels. to the ground : E- 
uen {o linne creepeth into our boſome,it 
maketh ſhew of delight, it predendes the 


?. Sam. 


our hutnor, but yct itkilleth (as it were) 
with kindncs, and for a little momenta- | 
CES | nic” .4 


| ) 
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nie pleaſure, it brings ctcrnall ſhame and 
perpetuall confulion. 

Pe.1., The vic of this point thus prooued 
ftandeth thus, The br{t thing that ought 
to be in him who delireth truly to repent 
is 2 hartic loathing, and an vnfaigned de- 
tcſtation of ſinne z the fountaine of re- 
pentance is the heart, and a man can ne- 
ver frame kimfclfe toreforme that in his 
life,which in his hearthee diſliketh not : 
he thercfore that would praftife the du- 
tics of repentance as he ought, mult cn- 
acuour to frele in himſelfe a deepe and 
an implacable hatred againſt ſmnne. Now 
in my opinion there is nothing more 
of toree to bring a man cleane out of 
con ccit with finne, then the ſcrious me 7 
ditztion vpon that point which I hauc 
now deliucred. Who is there amonglt 


Lipter © {ſt fuch a one as the Prophet leremie 
v fpeaxcth of, Who ſpeaketh peaceablic to 
his noghbowr with his month, but in his 
heart layeth watte for him, that puts on a 


tence thereof, if hee could, would cut a 
wans throate ; will not cucry man fay, 


vsthat would r ot in his heartloath & de- * 


ſhew of friendſhip, and yct vnder apre* * 


Lord | 


- 


— 


| 
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| , | Lordkeepe mefrom ſuchafricnd ?' And 
yet enen lo line dealeth with vs, it pro- 
miſeth much contentment, much profit, 
many benefits, but in the end in ſteed of 
| contentment, there is nothing but vexa» 
tion. in ſteed of profit, the vtter loile and 
ruine of a mans ſoule. It is good wilſe- 
dome to have this point cuer in a readi- 
nes, to lay it vp (as Marie did Chriſts 
ſayings) inthe midſt of the heart, itwill 
be as a bulwarke, or braſen ſhield to 
blunt che point of Sathans perſwaſtons. 
Itis his policic to lay a kind of liege toa 
mans thoughts, with a ſeeming good, 
and as much as in him licth, to let vs ſce 
nothing of ſinne, butth< outſide pain- 
ted ouer like whoriſh /ezebel, with many 
glotious ſhewes, and bewitching appca- 
rances, pleaſure, piofit, honour, caſe, all 

- veryliketodraw a man farre, vnlctle hee 
be otherwiſe onerruled by the power of 

.| Gods ſpirit. Every one therctore that 


ſelfe w»ſporred, muſt bee like: the wile 
gyes are in bis head; that is, wholooketh 


not onely to the preſent face of things, 
- bur caſterh his tluaghts further —_ 


{ would (4s S. Tamer _—_— kcepe him- rue. r, , 
" |* - man,' of whom Samos ſpeakes, whoſe p..1; Y 1, 


Teby. ;. 
13. ſhould be hardned through the deceutfulnes 
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the ifſuc, fearing leſt where the entrance. * 
is/o cntiling, the end may fall outnot 
to be according : the conlideration of 


the miſcric which may follow, cannot 
| but bee a preſcruatiue to keepe a man 


from, being enchanted with. the faire 
fhicwes of the beginning. How many 
I be kept from grolle linnes, ifthey 

care to obſcruc this rule, In couc- 
roulnetle, ignorance, pleaſure, wanton- 
neſſec, libertic, malice, drunkennetle, cx- 
ccilc, cxtortion,talſhood, men looke on- 
ly. vpon the profit, caſc, iollitic, and 
wr, cltimation that doth accompa- 


. nic them,but the poyſon that lurkerh vn- 


dertheſc, the ſpirituall venome that mal- 
keth vnder theſe deceittull ſhadowes, is 
either not belecucd, or not thought vp- ' 
on, orclſein mens private conccipts lo 
much leſſened, that they polt on thil the 
rode way, being tolled along by the dce- 
light thercoftzand {9 fall into - bottom; 
Icile gulfc, befars:they are: wats, of it. 
Well, it is the precept, of the holy Ghoſh, 
that wee ſhould bee. exborted,, eſt. wes. 


of ſme, Fexhort you therefore, and.inthe 
Lord cnereate you, not to be ſo vnwiſc, 


* 
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, asfor alittle ſuperficial pleaſingnes and 


flcſhly contentment in the wide and 
broad way of vanitic, to purchaſe to 
your {clues ſuch a miſcrie, the horror,the 
largencs,the cucrlaſting and vnintermit- 
ting extent whereof, no man luting is a- 
blerocſtceme, The life of man heere, is 
not vahtly compared to a Theater, in 
which euery man hath his part, ſome 
longer, ſome ſhorter, ſome nobler, ſome 
baler, according tothe deſcretion ofthe 
appointer : now would any one take 
him for better then a mad man, that in 
an ile humonr to weare gaic apparell, 
and to hauc the ſtanders by make obci- 
{ance to him, would be content all the 
relidue of his daics tobe a baſe drudge 
in a kitchin, 'or aſlauc in a galley, ypoi 
condition that for an hourc or two, he 
un. be attired like a King, ,and fit in 
a chaire ofc{tate, an4take vpon him like 
a great commaunder ? ary no, An. 

at are we then, who having a ſhew 
or two to make vpon the ſtage of this 


- Forld, arc content to buy an cadleile 


bondage vnder Sathan, fora tranſitoric 
ſatisfation to our owne ſinfall humour, 
inſome flcſhly and ſcaſuall courſe,” and 

| vpon 


o 


7 4.2, 


ro.27.6. 
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vpon Condition we may haue our fill of 


it, will not ſticke to hazard our better * 


par, and to caſt away our owne ſoulcs? 
Thi$. is the firſt and chicfe vic of this 
doctrine. 

Sccondly, this point tcacheth vs this 
goodletlon, which is a point of cſpeciall 
wiſcdomein Chriſtianitic,namely alwaics 
to hauc thoſc courſes in greateſt icalou- 


lic,and to beſuſpitious ofthem,that they 


arc not fuch as it is ſafe for vs to enter in- 
to, which at our firſt beginning them, 
and at the working vpon our thoughts 


to cntertaine them, doc make ſhew of 


nothing but contentment to our nature, 
thatare cuer charming vs with the names 
of profit, of pleaſure, of aduancement z 
it is mecte for vs to fcare that vnder 
theſe baites, there lycth ſome ſecret 
hooke, which if we doe too greedily 
catch at the firſt offer, may ſuddenly en- 
tangle vs, and ſoas it were hooke vs in, 
that when we would we ſhall not know 
how to get from it. The wounds of alo- 


er, Salomon (aith, are faithfull, but the 
-. -- - liſes of an enemie are to be taken heede of, 


Sathan is our grand enemic, and (inne is 
the thing he (cckes to poyſon with, he 


laps 


WY. 
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laps it vp in the ſweetnes of ſome ſuch 


thing whichisra(tfull to our naturall : 
late,and when he makes the largeſt offer 


as he did to Chriſt, Al this will / pine Math 4. 


thee, then ſome great miſchiefe is to be 
feared, for wm helabourcthto procure 
entrance by his plauſible and plecatin 
perlwaſions, Happic is hee that hath 
carned this letfan, he hath well profited 
in the ſchoole of Chriſtianitic, that doth 
not creedit the firſt offers, but doubts a 
fcarcfull itſuc, where the cntrance pro- 
miſcth nothing but contentment. ltis 
eucr arule that cannot faile, the broad, 
puns cuen way, that to fleſh & bloud 
tinketh little or no cncombrance, but 
giucs the raines vnto it to goc where it 
will,is the way that ccrtainely leadeth to 
deſtrution. Andthus much for the firſt 
pris of this way', it is a wide and a 
road way. 


\ Theſecondqualiticit hathis, it is full D9%2. | 
of pallcngers ( And many there be which 


is thereart ) from which words we ar= 


*1* . taught thisdodrine : viz. That multitude 


in matters of religion, is no good rule 
to proceed by, whether it be in ms to 


be belceucd, or in matters to my 
d, 


Se 
—- >; 
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{cd. Thercaſon is plaine from hence, 0, 
isreported here of the broad way which *] 

. leadeth to hell, thatthey arc muy which * 
gointhereat ;, nowit number were an ar- '* 
gument ſufficient to prouec the goodnes 

of a courſe, why ſhould it not bealfon: 
rcaſon of valucto prooucthis way which: - 

. Chriſt heere ſpeaketh of, to be the way 
that lcadethynto life : If it be of no force 

in this particular, neither is it in any 6+ | 
ther. A matter may be belecued and pro- 
felled by many, a courſe may be follow- 

cd and approucd by a multitude, and yet _ |. 
there may 'be neither ſoundnes in the *F 
one,nor holines in the other.In the daics * 

_ of Noah, itisfaidthat God looked vpon 
we 6. the carth, and all fleſh had corrupte hy 1 
* way. When the Angels were entertaned* 

in Lots houſe, the men of Sodome pur- ©; 
poling villany and filthines, compatied 
exeſ-19. the houſe round abort, from the yours | 
+: m3 even to the old, all the people fromall * 
quarters, Foure hundred Prophets at one © 
time confenred together in one thing, 
and when the King asked their aduife* 

| touching his iourncy toRamoth;all ſaid © * 
ti.King. Coe and proffer, all ſcckirig to flatter the *F 
22, Kings humor, There was a generall cot '} 


TT £ 


». - {ee wo 0 


th net char which is Teſw Chriſter; The Spitit» * 21; 
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*F diſcharge obhis dutie : Come let os inups Jerems. 18... 


" reſt. When Pau/oppoſed hirnſelfe to the 


"4 hat dwelizpon the carth ſhall worſhip him, 8.46.5 
| f:2 F 


KF 


Tpiracie again(b /eremie-for.the faithfulk - 


gine ſome deviſe againſt' Ieremie. When 18.1 
Pilate made.'a\ motion: to.:the people; E | 
what ſhould-be done with:Chrilt; '7 hey Ifat 27. 4 
all ſaid; let him: be cracifred.s: When: Ste- 22, | 
£bad made his Apologie for him(elfe, IJ 
againſtthe falſe imputationswhich were J | 
puit ypon him the Texefaith, theſtan- * 
ders\by gate a ſhout with a: lowde voce; A4.7.57. 
avd ſtopped their eares, &- came vpon hinall Act.S.9. | 
at ance. Of Simon the ſorcerer in Samas: 10, | 
ria; it is ſaid, that co him they gauc heed, Aff.19. Þ} 


from the leaſt: of them;  enen tor the grea=: 34+ 


Idolatricotthe Ephetifs which worthip- 
the:Iniages of Dina; there aroſe, 
aithi che ſtory;. a/>oxt for the ſpace almoFt) 
of twa houres,:of: all men,» crying, Great is | 
Diana of the Epheſians, The Apoſile com-i 
plaincth.oftheſtatc of histimes; and c- 
uen of thoſe which made-profeſſion of 
religion; & hedeliuereth his complaint: 
intheſe wards, Al/reke their owne, and Philip.2, 


My, Ten mes Is * _ 


OP RT on Ts oa - - 


of God prophecying by: Saint- 7obn of 
the comming of Antichriſt;ſaith,char al Apoe. 1 z. F 


whoſe 


0 
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F/eL. 


od 


* names are not written 1n the booke off | 


kfe. In all thele cxamples wee: ſee great * | 


multitudes,cuen ſwarmes of people run- 
ning one courſe with one heart, like men 


-policticd andruled by one ſpirit, and yet 
* alldececiued : he that ſhould haue groun«+ 


ded his religionvpon theſe, muſt needs | 
hauc run himſclfe headlong intoerror. * 

The vſc hereot is firſt againſt the Pa« 
piſts, who as appearcth in the writings 


.cucn of the beſt learned of the, do make: 


mulcicude a note and marke. of Gods 
Church which howfocuer it can little 
auaile them, (becaulc if we reckon only. 
ſuchas know and vaderſtand what they 
do belecue and profcilc, wee may well 
thinkc there arc in Chriſtendome more, 
of vs then of them) yet notwithſtanding! 
admit it were fo, that the greate(t part of 
Europe were/«duifcd and conſtant pro- 
fe(ſors of theirreligion, what hauc the 
gotten by it, mult itnecds be true which | 
is belecucd and maintained by a multi- 
tude ? Cannotthe generalitic bee deceiv' 
ued? Is it not poſſible for v hole troupesy +. * 
yeacucn of learned mentobe miſtaken #- 
Yes certainely. If it be'a good reafon to 
lay thus;bchold chis religion is profetled 
and 


"1 


and recciued by the moſt; therefore it is 
true; then let vs diſclaime Chriſts aduife 
of cntring inat the ſtraite gate; atd let vs 
all chuſethe wide and plcafant way; for 
| there bee that goe in thereat, Tt is 
thought probably , that atthis day Mas 


homenſme' (the Turkes religion ) hath 


more vnderit,then Chriſtianity, though 
we put Papiſts;and Protcitants, and all 
inthe weightsagainft itz and that mecre 


Paganiſme is larger then both. Where 


\many-ioyne' in the-truth ,: there is the 
'Chbrch, butnot for the Manies ſake, but 
for the truthes ſake. It is a good ſayingof 


. Anguſiinevpbn Plalme 39. $5 iſtns er, 


nols numerare, fed appende, that is, if thou 


-wouldeſt deale vprightly in this- caſe, 


take notreligion'by tale or number, as 
though that were beſt which moit re- 
ceiuc, bucery it by weight, if it hauc the. 


weight of truth go with-it, bhethey many 
or ew 


that belecuc it, it skilleth not, itis 
right though but onc,nay. though none 
didentercaineit. This is the firſt vſe,-If 


. Chriſt betrue in his ſayings, that many 


gocinat the gate that leadethto deſtru- 


' tion, {urethen multitudeisno marke of - - 


the Church, they may | bee the greater 
F 2 part, 
” 


T he Chriftians 1onrnall, 7” "i 


F/e 4, 


Tames.1.6 


42.Sam. 16 
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patt, and yet goe the way that bringeth . 


the gocrs by itinto hell. + s 

The ſccondvſeis, toreforme the com- 
mon folly anderror of the world, who 
thinke cultomeand faſhion, & the guiſe 
of the greateſt part to bealuthcient plea, 
forany courſe which themſclues aftet 


or vndertake,cſpecially it holds in-mat- 


tersof religion,jt mencan fayas ofolde, 
ourfathers,our rulers, our auncients,the 
belt, the inoſt, the wiſcſt, the wealthieft 
amongſt ys thus they thinke, thus they 
do,thethey imagine they haue alledged 
an argument which cannot be anſwered, 
arcaſon which cannot be:denied.. Thus 
men makeithemſclues like the froth as 


S. [ames ſpeakes of ,- which #s caried vp 


and downe, with thewind;and the water, 
ſometimes to this fide, ſometimes to 
that: or rather like the beaſts 'of the field, 
who thinke' nothing but follow the 
Heard, and ſo many times while they 


ſuppoſe they are going to the 'paſtare to 


be a, theyaredriuen tothe Shambles 


tobelſlaine.11Yhom this people and all the - 


men of [ſrartchnuſe , hit will I be, andwith 
him will [. dwell, ſaith Chuſa to Abſolon, 
andfoitiseucn the religion of many; we 


wil 


| 


The Chriflians tourvall. wu © 
will not be ſingular, look which way: the 


'f' molt go,thatway wi!lwe go, It is right 
as the ſpirit of God' ſpeaketh to the oh Pf. 50, - 
godly man, whey thor [ceft a theefe , ths 
| punneſt with him, whenthox /eeſt an adul- 
terer thou art partaker alſo with him, Itis 
the property of afoole to follow vniuer- 
* fally,that which hc (ceth others docghee 
muſt ncedalſo.do the lame : yet it is an 
, error wearcall apt ynto, and the reaſon 
is; It 18a hard matter to:judge, bur it is 
an ca{ic thing to giue credit, Well,let the 
wiſedome of God be followed, and let 
(+ His counſcllbe preferred before our own 
conceits, Certain it is, whatſocuer wee- 
imagine, thatthe way to hell hath the 
. greate(t ſtorc of palſengers ; company 1s 
g$00d;butitis better to goc the right way 
all alone, then to wander with:a- multt- 
tude. Therefore God gauea charge, thay ,. | 
ſhalt nor follow ,a multitude to doe: emill,  * 
Whatthough moſt men in their com- 
mon ſpeechtake the name of God in 
vaine, what though the greateſt, parte 
#+ . . bauethe preaching of the word ih, no. ; 
eſtceme, make the Sabbath a day of car-  Þ 
nall delight, negle& the publike wor-» _. FF 
ſhip of God, reproach nnd ſpcake. cug! " 
| | $3 O * 


= 
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owne, as Pan! (aith , or as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh , from the greateft exen to the 
6.13, leaſt be giuen fo conetouſnes , what though 
hap.s '7- they goe by troupes ( as leremies words 
arc) nts harlots howſes what though the 

abieFts doe aſſemble themſelues together, as 


things into diſgrace ? let not this ſway 
with you ſo farre, as tv draw you into 
the fe}lowſhip ofthe ſame euils; remem- 
ber, the broade way to cternall ruine 


there be much good fellowſhip, and io 
*+19 lity by the way, yct cheir way ( (aith Salo- 
won) is darknes, they knw not wherein th 
frallfall, Andwhowill b: fo in luue wit 
the fellowſhip of others, as to damne 
himſclf for company?The counſel of the 
vngodly is ailing, the way of ſinners 
is delightfull , thechayre of ſcorners is 
vcry calic: but yet blelſed ( faith the 
Plalmilt) is he that hath ſtudied how to 
duoydthem : when it commeth to that 


the fruit of their ewne way ; and to that in 
4.37.38 the Plalme, the rranſpreſſors as they 
T have crrer together, ſo they ſhall bee de- 
; ſtrojed 


ofthe truth;what though all ſceke their 


J4.35-15 they dil againſt Daxid, to draw good” 


hath many thattraucll it, ſo that though ' 


row.1.21 Which Selomm mentions , the eating > - 
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frayed together : what arc they then the 
boner oo their companie? Thus muci 
for the firit reaſon, why- the (traite gate 
and narrow way are to bee choſen, be- 
caulc though there bee another courſe, 
more plcaling to our humors,and better 
ſtored with companic,yct it leadeth vn- 
"todeſtruction,; . 

The ſecond reaſon followeth which 
is indirc&toppolition tothe former,vizz 
that albcitthe gatc and way which Chrilt 
would hauc ys enecr into, be (traite and 
narrow, and ſuch as few do trauaile by, 
yet it is the way to life, and the end ther» 
of is comfort, cucn the cuerlaſting com- 
fort of a mans ſoule. This is the generall 
. mcaning of the reaſon ; Letvs grow toa 
particular examination ofthe points of 
inſtruRtion riting out of it. 

As thisreaſon is in anapparant oppo» Defr,z.: 
licion tothe former, ſoitatfordeth doc- 
trinc in nature directly contrarie to it ; 
thattold vs of ſinne, that beginning in 

leaſure, it dothend in milſcric ; this tel 

| Ieth vs of the dutics of holincsandrigh- 
tcoulnes ; that howſocuer they ſeemeto 
lay a kinJ ofreſtraint vpon mans narure, 
and to curbe and limite him in fome 
F 4 courlcs, 


po” "6 The Chriflian laurndll; = 


courſes, and faſhions which he is prone 
vnto,yctthe ifluc of them is life, and the 
reward is. comfort, Chriſtcanfetieththe 
ate tobe ſtrait, andthe: may.merow, but . 
addes this withall, that it /raderth wnto 
je. Forthe opening. of this doctrine { 
mult ſhew-vnto you two things; firſt that 
the ductics of pictic and godlines, arc at” 
firt ſomething -vnplealing.co mans na- 
ture, (thecrookednetic and corruption 
thercof canlidered):ifecondly,that what- 
lacuer the-beginning is, yet theendciig 
Full of fycetnes. Touching the.former 
how:truc it.is, may in partbcegathered 
out. of that which-hath becn ſaid:hereto- 
forc;touchingthethings cocuiringwich 
the very at ofcatrance;; -humilitie, and , 
therclinquiſhing of the pleaſuses of fin 
which wee have formerly dclightcd in, 
both which/arc dircly thwarting and 
croſhing to.mans nature, there being no- 
thing thathe- is of himſclfe more vnwil- 
ling todo, then to cofcilc ought againſt 
himſclfc,torenounce his owne will, and 
$0.crucife-and kill cheiſtrong afteRionss . 
of his owne heart,” But this ſhall better 
appearciifwe cnter into-conliderationof 
particulars,what duty of godlinesſocucr 


wc 


; 


wethinke vpon, we ſhall find the begin- 
ning of it tobeynſauery,It amanwill la- 
bour after fome knowledge in religion, 
atthe firſt it will ſceme to be ſomewhat 
{trait and cumberſome, becauſcit wilt re- 
quire more'carcinredecming the time; 
twill vrge morediligence io hear g, in 
praying, \\n;meditation, more reſpeto 
the Sabbath then a man was\wont'be- 
fore:tomake conſcience of. Heetre wil be 
ſomething to do, and noſinall wraftiing 
witha mans thoughts, beforeh;cthail get 
the maſtory oucr his owne heart;torctire 
himſeltc,and to divert the timeformerly: 
accuſtomed tobe ſpent in vanitic, tothe 
building of himſelte vp in knowledge;Tt 
.willſeeme to a man that there is no lite' 
in theſc courſes, nothing bur- deadines, 
and melancholines, and no kind of con- 
tentment. Againe, ſuppoſe thata man 
(heretofore negligent that way) ſhould 
now-begin to haue ſome touch, and 
ſhould entertaine areſolution with him- 
ſelfe of keeping holy the Lords day,not 


. according to common opinion, butac- 


cording tothetrue purpole & meaning 
of the Law-maker, thirke wee that hee 
ſhould not at his very firſt cntry intothis/ 


way) 
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way,meete with many diſcouragements? 
what a burden will hcere be for amanto 
ſccketo drawal his thoughts from earth- 
ly kulinetles (as muchas is poſſible) and 
to giue himſclte wholy to ſome cither 
private or publike courſe, by which the 
comfort and cdifying of his foule may 
be helped forward, what a mifcric will it - 
ſecmc;ſo as it were to hedge in himſelfe, 
that he may notvſc alicleexcurſion,and 
in ſome little degree giue the raines to 
his awne afteions? this is encugh to 
make any.man flic backe, and to cric as 
the Diſciples did in another caſe, This is 
a hard ſaying, whe may endure it ? Time 
would faile me, if I ſhould thus proceed 
tocxempylific this dorine. I may bee 
bold tofay it, becauſe all dutics of holi- 
nes hauc one generall nature, that there 
is not oneamong them all,whether it re< 
{pet our immediate ſeruice toGod, or 
our bchauiour to men, or that (obriectic 
and cuen framing of our affections in 
things which concerne our (clues ; I fay 
thcre is not any oneſuch dutic, bur if it, . 
be looked vpon with an cic of flcſh, it 
lookes cucn as our Sauiour did vpon 
earth, of whom itis laid, that in —_ 
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| of ſtate and pompe, there war nothing in E/ap.33-2 
'F' kim for which a man ould defire hi, And 
the reaſon is this. Religion isthe ſame to 
a mans ſoule, that Philicke is to his bos 
dy, itis ordained topurge & to rcforme 
it: As therefore the Philicke portion at 
the firſt taking is cleane again{t the (to- 
mack, ſo that men in- wiſedome will vic 
meanes to keepe it in; that it may worke 
vpon the diſeaſe; ſois religion at the hir(t 
taſte withoutreliſh , ready to c2ule- loa- 
thing, rather then to perſwade further 
entrance, and there muſt bee a minde 
4 of ſtriving with a mans ſclfe , before 
hee can drinke deepecly of it, and hold 
it faſt, that irmay worke vpon his cloſe 
and hidden corruption. It was not for 
nothing that the Lord conditioneth 
with vs at our firſt enterance into religi- 
on,to giue him our heart ; for vnletle ©79-23+20 
we hauc cuen reſigned vp our aftctions 
vnto him, and hauc cuen combined with 
our ſclues,to gothrough withit, it is in 
vaine to make any ſhew or offer of obc- 
r{» , dience, Well, you (ce plainely the fir(t 
point , that the beginning of good du- 
tics is harſh; let mee not ſtay hecre,, but 


proceed to they that the cnd is comfor- 
table. 


Id. 


1.7 11.4.3 


126.5. 


; be 18. 
£9. 


$$. 
table. Our Sauiour ſaith heere; 1: /eadeth 


ents life; and what life doth he meane, +4 


or can he meane, but life eternall, Goali-' 
xes ( (aith the Apoltle) is profitable unto 
all things , which hath the promiſe both of 


this life, and of that which is to come, 1 May | 


lately ſav of thoſe whichenter into good 
courſes,asthe Plalme doth, they doe ſaw 
in tearer, but they ſhall reape in wy , they 
went weeping and carried precious [ied with 
them, but they returne with toy , and bring 
their ſheaxes. Nay the Scripture doth not 
herein delay vs fo long, as though there 
were not fweetnes inreligion till hercaf- 
ter. Iremember,Chrilts words 1n. one 
particular to Peter,when Peter told him, 
that hee and his fcllowes for Chriſts fake 
had leftall ; [ſay onto you, there is no man 
that hath left houſe, or parents, or brethren, 
or wife, ar children, forthe kingdome of 
Gods fake, which ſpall not recerme much 
more in this world. So that euen in the 
preſcntlife, there is a reward followes, 
the childrenof God find an inward and 


an vaknowne (weetneſle, cuen in that. 


which atthe firſt ſeemed very diſtaſtfull, 
Chri(tſaid of himſclfe, that it was meate 


obs 4.3 4 voto him to doe the will of hins that ſent © 


him: 
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him : and ſo the duties of 2odlines doe * 
afford a kind of ſecret ſatisfaQioto thoſe 
whichare cxerciſed in them:andthough 
euill men when they look vport the (er- 
varits of God living in obedience con- 
tempt of the world, and in a kind” of (ec: 

_queſtring themſelurs from thevaine de- 
hghtschercof,do imazine theylive a lite 
very tediousand irkefome , and fiich as 
hath no contentment irvit,yet by vſe,the 
Lord making his yoke eafic;and his bur- 
dea light,they 6nd that facility i it,chat 

. Frectneile and fpirituall defight\,” that if 
they might, they 'would not feturne 
back to theirwonted liberty it the fleſh, | 
butdo carty@u&a kind of loathing ther- Pal. 4.7 

*rnto. I finde ( fiith' DanidY mare toy of - | 
heart in the light of thy conntenance , in the 
ſecfet apprehenſion of thy gracious fa- 
vour , then the worldlings haue, wher 
their wheate and wine abound,” Thus by 
thehandling'6ftheſe two pointsa part, 
Thaue(l hope) made good my” firſt pro- ,, +. 
polition, thatthe way of true religion, 
though jtbe ftraitand narrow, and at the 
firſt entertaities "a man with ſhewes of 
hardſhip andreſtraine, yet the progrefſe 
ts moreſwcer,and the end it ſelfe ,, doth 
| euen 
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euenexceed in comfort, 'Let ys make 
vi-of ir, - 3 
The vſe hereofis tobe an encourage- 
ment toallthat do begin inwardly and 
vafaineely to affe&t good things, they . 
mult learne to calt theireies & thoughts 
from the preſent Araitnes which religion 
at the firſtenterance intoit, ſcemeth to” 
threaten, and to looke further vpon the 
(weetnes which doth certainely accom 
pany it, For howſocucr our obedience 
oughtnotto bea hired obedicnce, bur 
ſuch as in/all chings doth more reſpeR 
the commander, thenchereward which 
he beſtowerh; yet it +pleaſcth God to 
tendcr our weakeneile ſo: much , as to 
prouoke vs and to: draw vs on by the» 
pers of recompence, let we ſhould 
e wearie and faint in-our minds. Our 
Sauiourarming his diſciples againſt re- 
proach, nfo, them their reward is 
great in heauen.. AMMoſes (choſe rather- to 
ſuffer aduerſutie with the /people of God; 


b. thento eniny the pleaſures! of fin for 4 ſea- 


fon; for (ſaiththe Text) he had reſpeft to «i 
the recompence of reward. Nay of Chriſt 
himſelfe jt is ſaid (and-1n that very part 
cular, weare willed to. follow him) thet 
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i ht 
. ragementto creepe into vs,or any ſecret 


* onvs, and we ſhall by that meanes de» 


aſeene; the care hath'hot heard, wither can 


- ourſoules with the loue & delight of the 
bleſſing promiſed; and we ſhall with eaſe 


The Chrittians ouynel. vt 
for the i” that was ſet before him, he en» Hebr.12. 
dured the creſſe, and defjiſed the ſhame. 

Therefore whenſocuer we feele (being 
leaning to a good courſe) any diſcou- 


conceipt,that todothus and thus, as the 
word per{wades, will bring a burden vp» 


priuc our ſclucs'of that freedome which 

others haue, and which our ſclu*s alſo 
haueenioyed and rherforc it is not good 

to be (0 (trait ; 'byand by let vs 'remem- 

ber whither this narrow enterance; this 0 
hardand rugged way doth leade vs, the ,. . 
further we gothe hetter ir is,and eheend 

it ſelfe will excecd'all. The ey#b4th not 7 .Cor.2.y 


it enter into mans heart to conſider; © what 
things God hath prevared for them that 
lowe him. Tt is ſaid of [acobthat he ſerued 
ſeven yceres with his vncle Zabax, for . . 
Rach+l'his daughter; but they ſeemed _ "WM 
(faith rhe Text) a few dies, becauſe hee Gen.29, FF 
laned her, So let'vs labour to' polſetle: 20.Y. 


ſwallow vp all encombrances, arid gric- 
uances in the meane ſpace whatfocuer, 
AS 


7 


or." .. AS1t was ſaid ofthe, broad Ways chat F 
. many go by.it;left we ſhould build 'vpan.. © 
multitudes; ſo now iti3 laid of the (traite 
courſe; thatfewe there be that furde ut, tend | 
ehing vsthus much.That the be(t,&-the 4 
holic{t,and moſt religious courſes, have, * Þ 
the feweſt approucrs,, and the feweit fol» 
lowers: the b tnumbcr is forthe molt 
part the {malleſt number, The Scripture 
giucth-greatlight vntothe truth of this. 
doctrine. Thoſe who the Lordreferucd: 
vato.himſclic in the general! corruption» 
| that was among the lewes, arc tcarmed! 
[9-1-3 a ſmall, remnant + They. are called: 4 
9-613: Temb.z. or (28 wee: ſpeake) the: ticking 
0.5. ipartzthere is ods inough 4 ninc toon: | 
-17-6. they arc compared. to;the ſoaking of aig. 
+13. Olmetree;twoor three beries are in thetop. 
of rhe utmoſt boughs, and. foxre of fine us: 
the bigh hranches of the fruit thereof. And. 
thereto ſcrueth-the complaint madeby 
Wacna. the, Chanchy; Woe is mes for' 1 ans'as' tht. 
Fo 17-T+ ſummer gatherings, and: 44 the grapes of the: 7} 
*X vintage 4 there: « nd clutter to cated WEE. 
| knowwhen the harueſtis home andithe, . 1 
fruit gathered from thetrees,a man may! 2 
_ chicctind oneecarc ortwo of corne {cat + 
eral inghefuroves, ra0appleheers |} 
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andtherovwpon, the bratiches, -butthey © * 5 
-- arcnothing at all cocount vpon: lothe: ' 
+ Church lamcats her owne defolatenctle 
*F thacſhe is like-the gatherings, the aum- 
FT berotthe good is very thinne, notone - 
| for many wicked ones. In the Prophelie 
of /eremie, there the godly are faid tobe 
cailed out, oe of a citie, and two of a tribe, Zounga | 
& In Ame: there is a notable ſimilituce Chapter. 
3 vrged, of a Sheaphcard, who when the I 
'F Lion hath made his prey of oncof his 
 ſheepe, contenteth himſclife to rake out 
of the Lions mouth no legpes or apeece 
of an tare, ſo (faith the Lord) fall rhe chil- 
dren of [/raet be taken, heere and there one 
as it were violently reſcued, andtorne out 
_ of the commonand vaiverſall Apoſtalie. . +3 
Chrilt calleth his flocke, a ecle flocke, Ns 
And there arc many called, but few cho- 34 
ſen,according as of the fix humdred thou- - ©, 
+ find that came out of Zgypr, there was | 
'- but onelyrwo, Caleb, and ſoſwa, thatentes 
red into*Cariaan. Cotifider a little for- 
F © ther of this point by rv In the 
'4 daics befor che pert - 
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94. TheChrifianslournall. 
.t9. {idcs. Lot, There. were forre bugdred- and * 
# fiftue Prophets for Baal, when there was. 
King. 18 but one Elias for the Lord, There were 
LKing.22 ypon a feure hunared flattcring Pro« 
cts, againſt one honeſt plaine Prea- 
cher | Mechatah. Behold ith Iſaiah) T,, 
and the chiliren whom the Lord hath gi- 
wen me (that is, thoſe whom I hauc by my 
+$.13, Miniſtcric begotten vato God) are. 4s 
fgnes and wonders w Iſracl ; it (eemeth 
4 were but a few, when they were 
gazed vpon as monſters among(t men. 
When Zoſephs brethren conſpired againſt 
him, they had all conſulted to ſlay him, (auc 
oncly Ruben, there was but one for ten 
4 that took pittic. When they ſate in coun-* 
w.7. fell againſt Chriſt , there was none ſpoke. 
© for Con, but Nicederuwes, When Paul 
2 '._-*ſtoud forth for his anfwere before Nero, 
7.4. not,onc man aſliſted him, but all for | 
IG. ſooke him.. On the contrary we (hall ſee 
K- worſt things have had the grea- 
conſcnt,and the fulleſt, and molt ge-- 
_ nerall pPpaayemert All conſented to + * 
a = Calfe, They came 
» to. Lots aw res 
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" Souls be dane wi 
ed, cru 


. preach Chriſt at Epheſus, and tocry out <- 
againſt Idolatric, there aroſe a ſoonte al- 


th-Chriſt, they all cri Vat 


molt for the ſpace of two hourcs, of ai Alary. | 


men img, Great ts Diana of thi E heſs + 
ans, "The Beaſt the perry Takerh 
, all both ſmall and great, rich and poore, 
free and bond, to receivebis marke in their © 
right hands, and in their foreheads, But 
what ſhould we ſcarch the-Scriprure*for 
examples, when our owne timesand cx- 
perience affordsſo many? There berma- 
ny ignorant people, but few that loue 
true- knowledge : many fwearers, fewe 
that make conſcience of anoath * many 
Sabbath breakers, few that care to keepe 
« it holily: many negligent and vnprofita- 
ble hearers, which take heed how 


oF 


they heare :: many vſurers, few thatlend . i: iN 


(as Chriſt faith) without looking -for 
oughtagaine: many that wring and draw 
backe in cuery good ation, "few that are 

n hearted and handed torclicue : nia» 
ny that deſpiſe and conterane 'and Meg- 


delight init. Ina word, looketo ary prot _ -- 
fanc, diſordercd, couctous, y, Cars 
7: O86 


him.  Wheri Paxl began to "BR 


ran 
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- {cQthe Word, fewthath6norirandtake = = 
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ME lragacoutk, eto 
what inbnite troupes it 18 followed : CORP 
' ider of any rchigious, zcalous, 
charitable, and holy faſhion, and marke 
how few there-be that. do regard it. SQ 
that it. may bc ſaid of cvery ſocictic of 
wen,ot cucry allem bly, of cue y COnNgree 
+ gation gencrally, as it was of that of Sat» 
dic;to c of the multitudegthey have * 
4 rame that they are alure, but are dead, 
called Chriſttans, but have little religis 
on; Ifthere be any berter diſpoſed, they 
arc but as it-is (aid, they =.4 the fewef 
number,. And therefore the courſe which 
Chriſt will take when he comes to tudge 
thecarth, will bevery like to the courle 
which Tas heldro find out among the 


people, what maniit was that had (tollen « 


the Babiloriſh garment ; there were ma» 


6.17. 18, OY brought together , and all to ind out 


one. - Soatthe laſt day, all particular per- 


ſons that ever were, arc, or ſhall be, ally, 
be aſcited to appeare ; out ofthem (ball © 


be”dedufted a (waller rumber which 
haue heard of Chriſt, outoFthema ſmal- 


ion of Chriſt, and out of them, yet 
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ler r portionywþich have p ofeilcd the true® » Þ + 
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$>oapet ok pon no - "5 
ſocucr in it ſelte conſidered, it. be excee>  * 
ding great, yct pound wichthe reſt, + 
is is but as a ami es 29-1 | 
Uraclites campe-in reſpedt of the Ara- 
mites rays ty $ iike rrodutle flocks 7 

kisddes. Sowill that be —_— thatiis © 2 

"aids the Lord will make a ſhort count 
in the .carth, and the number 
of the children of Lracl ( viz. of thepeo- 
plc profefling religion)be a theſand of the Rom.g.. 
ſea,yet ſhall but aremmant be ſamed. " 

Thevſec hereof is two-fold :'/The Pry Vje. | 
Chriſt tcacheth, frine to enter 48 ar the Lok. 3 
ſtraue' pate, for 1 ſay unto will 2 
ſicks Oden Ty + 4s Gates 

- the fewer there be that are- partakers of 
the truc happines: the more ſhould wee 
labour to be incthatrumber : webit till in 
our ſecuritic and careleiſenes, asthough 
heaucr ſhould be caft vpon vs, and as if 
f- alltheworld ſhould be ſaved.” Theble(- 

{ingot lifc ctcroall is great, ' butit-is not 
common, not all, ro-not the greateſt - 

; ' part; nonotthe nobleſt, and vealthieſ} x8 

oy tar cnioy it': we ſhould theretore © © 

—_ and thruſt to encer-inz- becauſe 

G = ſuddenly BY 
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- - ggae the gate will be ſbutvp,and ma» Y 
* * my (faith Chriſt) cal frinero emer in, but 
foall vat be able, &j 1247 
Secondly, this ſcrues to be a preſerua- 
'tiuc againſt diſcouragement in thoſe 
L that feare God: as for example. Art thou 
-.-- 1 a matiwho hauing heretofore runne the 
©, - fame courſe with the greateſt part, be-, 
gel now being inwardly touched by 
e force and power of the Word, tore- 
fraine from many things in which in time 
paſt thou tookeſt he and to looke 
more narrowly to thy waics then thou 
waſt wont, and to'make conſcience of 
++ | "ſome things, which formerly thou re= ®# 
*.. gardeſt not? it may be, that comparing 
: thy courſe, now, with the foregoing, 
thou findeſt thy (clfe very ſolitary, like a » 
man inadeſolatc, rugged and vntrodden 
path, having very little company, many 
 _. toditſwadethee, fewto encourage thee, 
,- many thatwill labour to pull thee backe, 
z but Few or none 'to prouoke- thee for- * 
ward : be not diſcouraged, befure once 
' thatir is the courſe which Chriſt calleth 
I thee to by his Word, and then remember 
» * that in \companiſon .of the multicude, 


the Lords part is buta handfull, the way 
$542 Ire co 


| 
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Ito hell hath many pallſengers, and'the © 
- place it (citc is faine to be made largets © 
to recciue them z butas for the path to 
life cternall z it is hardly entered intojand 
' fewthere bethatfindir, therefore - 
| gthough it may bee thy , inthy 
© * Jouc tothe Word, in'thy labouring after. 
knowledge, in the duties ofcharitie, in 
religious obſcruing the Lords Sabbath, 
in peaccablenes, and in diligent follow- 'S 
ing of thy calling, to bee in a manner. 
alt alone, like a Pcellican in the wil- 
dernellc , or as an Owle in the de- 
fart, yet ſay with Peter, Lord, Afat.:6.7 
though all men farſake | 
- thee, ' yet will I ntwer g--- 
leaxe thee. © 37 
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Let God alone hane the Clorie. » 
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